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QUARTERLY BULLETIN OF THE PROJECT TO PROMOTE THE REHABILITATION OF TRADITIONAL MEDITERRANEAN ARCHITECTURE

Killy House, now the regional museum of Rosetta, after rehabilitation

The rehabilitation has just been completed of the
regional museum of Rashid (Rosetta), based in one
of the city's most emblematic Ottoman houses.
This intervention forms part of an overall project to
renovate Egypt's regional museums carried out by
the country’s Ministry of Culture, and makes
Rashid the first city affected. The singular location
of this museum in Killy House makes it an
exceptionally interesting element. The building, in
itself an important heritage value, is an excellent
example of the Ottoman houses that can be visited
in the city.

The state of degradation of the building before
the intervention complicated rehabilitation work,
which was mainly carried out in two phases. First,
the building was consolidated, using costly
solutions to resolve structural problems.
Secondly, the aim was to restore the building
to its true nature and character that had
been substantially altered during a previous
intervention carried out in the 1980s. This last
operation revealed some exceptional decoration
in the building’s interior that now forms part of
the material on show at the museum.
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The opening exhibition comprises over 600
selected works from the Islamic Museum of Cairo,
the Coptic Museum and Bayt Kretylia (Anderson
Museum) in Cairo, together with over 200 items
found in excavations on the city outskirts. In
addition to these exceptional exhibits, original
collections of furniture from the Ottoman period
allow visitors to understand the traditional
Ottoman house at the height of its glory. The
museum also has a permanent exhibition
explaining the formation and development of the
city, situated in a prime position on one of the
arms of the Nile delta, and touches on the
important legacy represented by its traditional
architecture. |
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Restoration of the applied arts was carried out by Morocco's finest
artisans

Rehabilitation work started in 2004 on part of the
residence of El Hadj Thami El Glaoui in the medina
of Marrakech, with the aim of restoring the
building for the exhibition of the holdings of the
future museum. The American Morocco Palace of
Arts Foundation and the Moroccan Ministry of
Culture are the bodies in charge of the restoration
project, which represents an overall cost of 6
million dirham (approximately 550,000 euros).

Glaoui Palace was built in the 1910s and
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contributed major innovations in construction and
formal terms. Situated in the proximity of Bab
Doukkala, on one of the medina’s main streets, it
stands out for its decorated facade, an unusual
characteristic in this type of building. Inside, the
plasterwork, cabinet-making, decorative painting,
zellig, etc., achieve an extraordinary degree of
symbiosis and perfection, due to a large extent to
the work of the foremost artists and artisans of the
time. Thami El Glaoui aimed to bring together in
one residential building the values of traditional
architecture with the use of more modern
materials that he had seen in Europe.

This fusion of tradition and modernity is now one of
the great values that have been recovered thanks to
the work, once again, of the finest Moroccan
artisans, who have restored the building’s value as a
whole. When the museum project is complete, the
palace will house works of art loaned to the city of
Marrakech by Patti Cadi Birch. Some of its spaces
will also be used for temporary exhibitions.
Specialized workshops are also planned to study
and popularize traditional heritage, thereby
encouraging greater sensitization.

The project includes a new signposting system for the whole
medina area

In 2004, Tunisia embarked on a major state
project in the framework of a strategy to protect
and promote its cultural heritage, with the
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support of the World Bank. The initiative is based
on three lines of action developed in the field of
cultural heritage. The first involves strengthening
the legal and institutional framework; the
second promotes the development of touristic
and cultural products, and the third centres
on the development of enclaves considered
to be heritage.

Under the last heading, the project selected
involves rehabilitating the tourist circuits of
Kairouan, produced by the Agence de Réhabilitation
et de Rénovation Urbaine (ARRU) with the support
of the Association de Sauvegarde de la Médina
(ASM) and the Institut National du Patrimoine (INP).
This interesting initiative includes four basic
points of great interest: the inventory and
cataloguing of elements that are considered to
be heritage, the rehabilitation of a sizeable
number of facades, the urbanization of some
significant spaces in the medina and the creation
of a new system of signposting to revitalize the
Great Mosque and also create new itineraries
that help to produce overall readings to benefit
this World Heritage site. B

Identification and subsequent classification of the town planning
holdings

Funded by the Barcelona Solidaria programme
and the Archives Department of the Generalitat de
Catalunya (Catalan autonomous government), AsF
(Archivists without Borders) is collaborating in
the cleaning, identification and classification of
Fez municipal archives, along with the city's
university.

The holdings, comprising municipal documentation
since 1912 (3.5 k of documents), were in a very
poor state of conservation. The different phases
of the project were outlined according to an
exploratory study conducted in 2004 by AsF
experts. Since 2005, various field projects have
been carried out, under the coordination of

Laura Urefia Bosch, with experts and students
contributing their own experiences and
encouraging exchange between professionals in
the sector.

The project will end in 2007, when it will be
possible to consult all the holdings, vital to
knowledge about the administration of the city,
its architecture and its surroundings. More
information: www.arxivers.org. B
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A 14th-century mural in the kitchen of a house in the city of Ceuta, on
show in the exhibition

The UNESCO proclaimed 2006 Ibn Kaldun year.
Many countries took an active part in the
celebration, and it was the cities of Seville,
Granada and Tunis that hosted the most
interesting exhibitions, lectures and debates.
Abdurrahman Ibn Kaldun (Tunis, 1332-Cairo,
1406), historian, philosopher and forerunner of
modern sociology, is a vital reference in the
history of the Mediterranean.

Granada hosted the international seminar “lbn
Kaldun. The rise and fall of empires: from the
14th century to the present-day world”; and
Tunis organized the international symposium
“Ibn Khaldun, the source of modernity”. New
publications were also promoted in various
languages to encourage the reading of his
Prolegomena.

However, it was in Seville's Real Alcazar that a
major exhibition set out to review 14th-century
history from different viewpoints. “Ibn Kaldun. The
Mediterranean in the 14th century: the rise and
fall of empires” takes a comprehensive look at
Mediterranean history and geography with a view
to addressing our present and future from a richer,
broader viewpoint that involves a respectful
approach to different religions and cultures. |
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Initial reflection on the architecture in the M'Zab Valley, published in
1981. Author: André Rivera; Photographs: Manuela Roche; Prologue:
Hessian Fatty

A regional meeting took place from 19 to 22
May in Ghardaia to address the present-day
problems involved in safeguarding heritage.
Meeting at the conference were national experts
in the restoration and management of historical
places and monuments. Also taking part were
representatives of the Ministry of Culture, the
cultural property management office, local
associations, the Architects’ Institute, local
studies offices and companies working in the
area. The aim of the conference was to adopt
urgent measures to protect heritage in the
M‘Zab Valley, which was declared World
Heritage in 1982.

A visit of the area was organized on the last day.
The conference drafted a series of urgent
measures to be adopted in order to preserve the
Valley's values. The office in charge of its
protection (OPPVM) and local public authorities
will implement them immediately.

In the near future, and as a result of the findings
of the meeting, an international meeting will be
organized on the same theme. B



Last May, Xavier Casanovas and Gilles Nourissier
presented the RehabiMed project at the Heschel
Centre in Tel Aviv. This non-governmental
organization specializes in environmental training
and management. Taking part in the presentation
were 25 professionals from different disciplines:
architects, town planners, heritage managers, etc.,
all interested in finding out about the project aims,
specific actions being carried out and the expected
results. Particular emphasis was given to the
RehabiMed method, generating interesting
participation on the part of the attendants which
led to an intense debate. The attendants
demonstrated interest in collaborating with the
project in the form of their own experiences. B

The third RehabiMed seminar took place in
Marrakech from 27 March to 3 April 2006, this
time centring specifically on the rehabilitation of
traditional architecture and its contribution to
improving the living conditions of its inhabitants.
Taking part in the seminar were rehabilitation
experts from a whole range of disciplines:
architects, anthropologists, geographers,
sociologists, historians, heritage managers, etc.,
who referred their presentations to specific cases
carried out in other countries, and their application

and adaptation in the specific case of Marrakech.
Specialized professionals in the area’s traditional
architecture also participated, contributing
knowledge and analysis of the present-day state of
traditional heritage.

The workshop phase involved visiting and
analysing the four houses in the medina on which
RehabiMed is basing its pilot operation. The
medina of Marrakech is one of the most
representative in the whole of the Maghreb, and
was declared World Heritage both for the wealth
of its material heritage and for its intangible
legacy. The selected houses are situated in
different areas of the medina, and their historical
and architectural value is very considerable, but
the demographic pressure to which this part of the
city is subject has led to levels of habitability that
border on overcrowding. The workshops were
conducted on site, with the collaboration of all
participants, and implemented the RehabiMed
method, which had been presented and analysed
during the theory part of the seminar. Consult the
seminar proceedings at www.rehabimed.net. |

Xavier Casanovas, project manager of RehabiMed,
presented the RehabiMed project last June in the
framework of the CONTART 2006 convention in
Valladolid. In his presentation he highlighted the
objectives of the project, emphasising the need to
promote rehabilitation and maintenance as a
factor of sustainable development, in social,
economic and environmental terms, in all
Mediterranean countries, thereby contributing to
an improvement in the population’s living
conditions. W

Tunis was the venue, last December, of a workshop
on drafting technical and financial projects and
their methodology, organized by the National

Heritage Institute in collaboration with the
UNESCO and aimed at all professionals in the
sector. The architect Mourad Rammah, conservator
of the medina of Kairouan, presented the
RehabiMed method as a vital tool for drafting
funding dossiers. |

RehabiMed was present at the exhibition
organized in Lefkosia to mark Europe Day, 10 May.
The space devoted to the project, in the Town
Planning and Housing Department, included some
of the bulletins published and general information
about the project, and was visited by over 5,000
people.

Also in Cyprus, the local television channel
interviewed at length the archaeologist Evi Fiouri,
of the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus and
member of the RehabiMed Consortium, during
which she explained the objectives of the project,
and the scope of work and vectors of
rehabilitation, concentrating on the pilot operation
in Lefkara. m

The first EuroMediterranean Regional Conference,
which is to be held in Barcelona from 12 to 15 July
2007, is being prepared as a forum for debate to
express opinions and experiences about the
rehabilitation of traditional architecture in
Mediterranean countries. It will centre on two
basic themes: the scale of the territory and the city,
and the scale of the building. The deadline for
submission of paper summaries is 31 October
2006. For more information: www.rehabimed.net I



Paul Oliver
“Many features of traditional
building need to be preserved”

Paul Oliver is the author of countless works that endorse his solid and
brilliant career, studying vernacular architecture traditions in cultures all
over the world. He is a researcher at the Oxford Institute for Sustainable
Development, member of the Oxford Brookes University, the University of
Exeter and the Royal Anthropological Institute, and part of the Scientific
Committee of RehabiMed.

His publications are now classics in the study of traditional architecture,
and include outstanding works such as Shelter and Society, Shelter, Sign
and Symbol, Dunroamin: The Suburban Semi and its enemies and
Architecture, an Invitation. One of his major publications is the
Encyclopaedia of Vernacular Architecture of the World, published in 1997,
with the contributions of researchers from all over the world. Since 2005 he
has been working on a forthcoming publication, the World Atlas of
Vernacular Architecture.

Do we have a "moral” obligation to continue defending an architecture
that is linked to uses that are gradually disappearing?

In my view there is a moral obligation on all societies to defend and preserve
their vernacular architecture traditions even when certain of their uses have
changed. In many instances the use may be altered — for example, as shops or
small businesses, - while conserving the buildings for future generations. These

constitute an essential part of the history of every society, and in a “post-
globalization” era, when societies become aware that they are in danger of
losing their culture and their history, these buildings will be increasingly
important.

“There is a moral obligation in all societies to defend
and preserve their tradition in vernacular

architecture”

What do you consider the essential values of traditional architecture that
need to be preserved, and which can we give up?

Many features of traditional building need to be preserved, of which the
material structures — whether for instance, in timber, earth, stone or brick, or
any combinations of these and other materials — are significant. It is desirable
where possible, to conserve the knowledge and craft skills employed, and to
record these verbally and visually where the traditions are in danger of
disappearing. But there are many other aspects that have to be protected,
including the space use and articulation, the means of ventilation, heating and
cooling, and other features that meet the spatial and environmental conditions
of the people concerned. Symbolic features, which may be expressed in forms,
details, decoration or ornament should also be preserved, again with the
explanation of their significance. No aspects should be relinquished, but rather,
notes must be made on what has been lost or is danger of being lost, including
variants of the above.

“Sentimentalism, romantic idealism and tourist

leaflets should not influence conservation policies”

The tourist sector has brought about major transformations in traditional
enclaves. Can sustainable tourism generate overall interventions that also
respect traditional architecture?

Tourism has sometimes led to an over-emphasis on certain features of a
tradition, such as the white-washing (or lime-washing) of the walls of
villages in Andalucia or the Cycladic islands. Sentimentality, romantic
idealism and tourist travel brochures should not influence conservation
policies. It is more than likely that with the development of what in the
United States is termed “Cultural Tourism”, increasing numbers of tourists
will be seeking authenticity rather than artificial re-creation of traditions.
Tourism can aid conservation with a reduction in the building of hotels and
the increasing use of “homestay” accommodation (as in Thailand and Bali,



for instance). This also creates an income for local people rather than solely
for international hotel chains.

“The awareness and participation of residents is vital

to any project”

Some rehabilitation interventions turn small enclaves into great theme
parks. Is this kind of caricature preferable to disappearance?
Is turning some buildings into museums the only way we have of handing
down the authenticity of this heritage to future generations?

Rehabilitation in the form of “theme parks” and “open-air museums” is a
means of conserving buildings, but this often takes the form of fake villages, or
inappropriate arrangements that have been designed to facilitate the
movement of visitors in a pre-determined sequence through the park setting.
A far more useful and positive approach has been adopted in certain places,
eg in the Netherlands and the Czech Republic, where whole living villages are
conserved, and the public has access to specific buildings within them without
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impairing their function — eg., of fishing or cultivation. This approach minimises
the risk of caricature and can encourage community participation, and even
the participation of visitors.

Is the rehabilitation of buildings and the revitalization of urban areas the
key to preserving heritage values? Where is the dividing line?

Revitalizing urban areas is certainly important, as half the world population is
now reported to be urban. This means that squatter settlements (eg in Lima,
Calcutta etc) are included in the figure. It is not beyond possibility that certain
areas may be revitalized while providing a measure of accommodation for
those who have moved to the city, although this would require sensitive local
government planning. But if half the world is urban, the corollary is that half
of the world is rural and not urban. Serious attention to the ways of life, the
economies, the aspirations and housing desires — whether traditional or with
modern servicing — is necessary.

Unfortunately, the focus of architects and architectural education is on the
cities rather than the “other half”. With this distribution of the present
world population there is a need for preservation of the building heritage,
and of the values associated with it in each community, whether urban or
rural, and often suburban and peri-urban also. Rehabimed cannot undertake
all this, of course, but it can show the way in which it may be done.
Essential, in my view, is the awareness and the participation of the local
people in any such project. ®

Architecture
An Invitation

Vernacular Architecture of the World

Pad Ofver & Bcharel Fayward




Public initiative should be at the forefront of any rehabilitation intervention.
The success of the rehabilitation process will depend on the decided
implication of the public powers.

The role of the public powers and the administration must not be limited to
initiating and promoting the intervention. As well as implicating themselves in
ongoing sensitization and involving different sectors of society, they must take
a fundamental role in the management of the entire process, defining a
suitable framework of governance between politicians, residents, expert teams
and the body of social agents involved in the process (private firms,
shopkeepers' associations, civil society, etc.), all of whom must feel identified
with and part of a collective project.

Governance is the framework of formal and informal rules (regulations,
procedures, customs, etc.) that establish the guidelines of interaction between
the actors involved in a decision-making process in public affairs. Governance
is also the series of mechanisms by means of which citizens and social groups
articulate their interests, exercise their rights and obligations, and act as
mediators in their disagreements.

These rules of play, which in our case also have to extend to the phases of
analysis and action, must be established to guarantee the interchange of
information and initiatives among the various actors in the territory. On the
local scale, there is frequent disparity of perceptions. This means that
gove_rnance thatllnduces all Iocall aCtC.)ljS to share their O will be The administration is also responsible for promoting knowledge of heritage
crucial to advancing towards sustainability. B through play
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Photograph of Zahlah. Lebanon, circa 1870. Unknown author

It is interesting to read descriptions of present-day guides to the city of Zahlah, situated on one of the slopes of Mount Sannin, at an altitude of
almost 1,000 metres. They call it a city "roofed with red tiles”, their reddish colour contrasting with the white of the snow every winter. Conversely,
the accounts of travellers in the 18th or 19th centuries come closer to the image in the photograph. In it, we see how all its roofs are flat and that
its landscape and architecture are configured by terraces. The terrace is one space more in the traditional house, and is used as such. If we look
more closely at one of them, we see several women with children, talking beside a chair, while on an adjacent terrace there is a traditional roller
for compacting the earth. Modernity, with the introduction of foreign objects into everyday life, coexists with tradition. The photograph shows an
incipient transition, small changes that will, in time, give rise to major transformations. Just a few years after this photograph was taken, the arrival
of the railway speeded up the process, transforming everyday life and its architecture.

SEHNAOUI, Nada: L ‘occidentalisation de la vie quotidienne & Beyrouth 1860-1914. Editions Dar An-Nahar, November 2002.

Various authors: Catalogue of the exhibition Livres de voyages. Voyageurs au Liban. Manumed Project. Euromed Heritage 1. Arles, 2002



From 28 to 30 October 2006, the Architecture
Department of Ain Sahms University is organizing the
first ARUP 2006 international conference in Cairo
(Egypt), centring on “Architecture, Town Planning and
Culture”. This meeting sets out to redefine the
relation between architecture and town planning,
giving particular protagonism to the traditional
environment and its heritage. More information:
www.asufeda.org/arup.htm.

The Faculty of Archaeology and Anthropology of the
University of Yarmouk presents the international
conference “Challenges in Preserving and Managing
Cultural Heritage Resources” in Irbid and Petra (Jordan)
from 5 to 7 December 2006. The papers will centre on
four core themes: knowledge and interpretation,
preservation, administration and education in cultural
heritage. More information: http://heritagecon.yu.edu.jo/.

This year's Annual Scientific Conference of the ICOMOS
International Committee of Vernacular Architecture will
take place in Patzcuaro (Mexico) from 6 to 10 November.
CIAV 2006 centres on “Pride in Place” and is aimed at
experts, professionals from different disciplines and
anyone who is interested in vernacular architecture. The
proposed programme combines sessions of addresses
with interesting technical excursions around the area and
devotes a working day to finding out about the project
to conserve the purépecha dwellings being carried out
in San Antonio Tierras Blancas. More information:
WW\W.icomos.org or by writing to icomosciav@gmail.com.

The IFRAM (Institut de Formation et de Recherche pour
les Artisanats des Métaux) and the Association Les Voix
de la Forge are organizing the 6th Symposium de la
forge européenne from 24 to 29 October 2006 in
Saffré (France), with the sponsorship of the French
section of the ICOMOS. The principal aim is to create a
link between the transmission of know-how about
traditional techniques and their use in contemporary
creation, with a view to guaranteeing their continuity
and offering professional prospects. More information:
www.ifram.fr/dossier.asp?D0SS_CLE=243.

From 9 to 12 November 2006, the 5th Art and Heritage
Restoration Fair will take place in Valladolid (Spain).
AR&PA is now consolidated as one of the foremost
meetings of the restoration sector in Europe. This year's
activities planned by AR&PA include the 5th international
congress, Restoring Memory, which brings a new
approach to the issue of heritage and territory. The
congress will take the form of presentations on a variety
of topics, a round table and papers, with the participation
of experts in different disciplines. For more information:
http://www.liceus.com/cgi-bin/ac/age/4965.asp.

On 20 June, the exhibition “Les Couleurs du Maghreb”
opened at the Albert-Kahn Museum in Boulogne-
Billancourt, Paris. This interesting exhibition of traditional
Maghreb takes the form of photographs and four video
montages showing everyday rural and urban life
between 1910 and 1931. The exhibition will run until 16
March 2008.

Patrick BERTHOLON and Olivier HART
Eyrolles. Paris, 2005

ISBN 2-212-11362-5

Language: French

228 pages

38 euros

The architects Patrick Bertholon and Olivier Hart, founder
members of the association Art'site, have published an
excellent book about cave dwellings in France and their
multiple forms of rehabilitation in the collection “Au Pied
du Mur”. This graphically meticulous publication, with
good photographic material, sketches and locating maps,
covers a range of subjects with great precision, from the
geological characteristics of the site to the treatment of
pathologies in this dwelling type. This is an essential
guide to the rehabilitation of this form of traditional
architecture.

Habitat creuse

www.archnet.org

Archnet is an international network of professionals from
different disciplines whose basic aim is knowledge of the
architecture of the Islamic world. This online community
provides exceptional spaces and tools for both individual
users and groups of experts. Its contents are of
outstanding quality, allowing the consultation in its
digital library of emblematic projects such as the works
of Hassan Fathy, with a referenced list of most periodical
publications. Its debate forums are also extremely
dynamic. A quality website in every sense.
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