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The ANRU is to rehabilitate the old town of Toulon.

The Agence Nationale pour la Rénovation
Urbaine (ANRU) is an umbrella organization
bringing together all urban renovation funding
that was created on 9 February 2004 by Jean-
Louis Borloo, Minister for Housing and Citizen
Policies, and is presided by Jean-Paul Alduy,
senator and Mayor of Perpignan. Its national
urban renovation programme has a six-year
budget of 30 thousand million euros, which
are set aside for improvements to 900 run-
down districts with social problems situated in
urban areas that are considered to be
sensitive. Most of the candidate districts are
social housing areas built on city outskirts
between 1950 and 1980. However, some
historic centres, districts that house a
population with serious social problems, will
also benefit from this plan.

Historic centres that stand to receive an
ANRU grant include the historic centre of
Toulon, which is included in an Area of
Protection of Architectural, Urban and
Landscape Heritage. The project, run by the
mixed-capital company Var Aménagement
Développement, is based on a Programmed
Operation for Improved Habitat and Urban
Renovation. The programme involves the
comprehensive rehabilitation of 6000 homes in
a global rather than a district-specific
operation. It will also implant a university and
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amenities area, promote a greater social mix
and enhance public spaces. The investment
represents 350 million euros, which will be
divided up between the ANRU, regional
governments, associations, and public and
private financial bodies.

The Valley of Ourika, one of the places to have been most transformed
by tourism, is working to preserve its traditional architectural heritage.

In early April a conference was organized in the
town of Midelt (Morocco) to debate and reflect
on rural tourism, microloans and the
revitalization of rural areas. It was organized
by the Tarik Ibn Zyad association with the
collaboration of CNCA (National Agricultural
Credit Savings Bank) and the Secretary of State
responsible for rural development.

The various interventions particularly
highlighted a basic idea: the need for all
professionals involved to collaborate with the
sector, from the viewpoint of their various
disciplines. The aim is to improve the quality of
life of rural populations by developing the
tourism sector and combining it with the
specific activities of each area.

Morocco has come a long way in this respect,
and its many rural regeneration initiatives are
proof of it: from the creation several years ago
of small hostels in the houses of the people of
the Atlas valleys to the innovative pilot project
which is to be developed in Chefchaouen and Al
Hoceima provinces, aimed at rural tourism as a
basis for economic development. Morocco is
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promoting a future that improves the quality of
life of its inhabitants and also preserves the
authenticity of its heritage.

Construmat celebrated its 14th year this April
and broke its attendance record, receiving over
260,000 professionals who travelled to
Barcelona (Spain) bearing the passports of 130
different nationalities. More than 4,000
companies in 50 countries presented new
products there. The rehabilitation and
maintenance sector was present both with
stands to present materials and new
techniques, and in the forums of debate.

Xavier Bardaji, President of the Col-legi
d'Arquitectes Técnics de Barcelona, presented
the RehabiMed project at the trade fair. Bardaji
took part in the First Mediterranean
Construction Forum, Constructing an Ocean of
Opportunities, which highlighted the role of
rehabilitation and maintenance as an emerging
market in the economy of Mediterranean
countries, investment in these fields being
50% in European countries, and just 10% in
MEDA countries.

Bardaji explained that rehabilitation is a
subsector of construction that is key to a
country's harmonious development, since it
represents the modernization of the city's
buildings, the conservation of its quality and
image, and the preservation of cultural heritage,
all of which represent an improvement in

The RehabiMed project was exhibited at the CAATB stand.
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The work of RehabiMed experts has produced
2,500 bibliographical references to books and
magazines about rehabilitation which can be
consulted at www.rehabimed.net. Free or guided
searches can be made at the Documentation Centre
on the website. A complete reference is offered for
each book or journal.

RehabiMed's bibliography includes the latest publications on rehabilitation.

The references are classified under the following
principal categories: The Mediterranean, Traditional
architecture, Intervention in historic centres and
rural settlements, Building rehabilitation and
Building Maintenance. The books and magazines
are kept in the Documentation Centre of the
Col-legi d'Aparelladors i Arquitectes Tecnics de
Barcelona, the institution that heads RehabiMed.
They continue to grow in number thanks to the
contributions of RehabiMed experts and
collaborators.

Engineering Faculty of Cairo University (Egypt).
During the assembly, the representatives of the six
countries that form the Consortium reviewed the
work carried out to date by RehabiMed and
established the calendar for future actions.

The meeting served to approve the
methodology documents prepared by
RehabiMed's networks of experts on urban
management and building rehabilitation. It
also passed the definitive programme for the

All those interested in taking part in the
regional  symposium on Rehabilitating
Traditional Mediterranean Architecture which
RehabiMed is organizing in Marseilles (France)
from 23 to 25 September 2005 should now
send their application, along with a short
curriculum, to rehabimed@apabcn.es.

The symposium will deal with the essential
aspects of the Mediterranean habitat and its
rehabilitation from the viewpoint of both urban
rehabilitation operations and rehabilitation
techniques applied to buildings. It is a unique

The symposium will close with a visit to rehabilitation operations
carried out in Marseilles.

occasion for professionals of architecture,
urbanism, politics and social sciences in all
Mediterranean countries to pool their
experiences, contrast criteria and viewpoints,
and debate political strategies, models of
administration and rehabilitation techniques.
The full programme is available for
consultation on the RehabiMed website.

RehabiMed is constructing a major database of
real experiences in the field of the rehabilitation of
traditional architecture in Mediterranean countries.
The aim is to compile and disseminate examples of
rehabilitation on the basis of specific operations in
the fields of urbanism and construction, which,
conditioned by their inherent factors, the cultural
context, and the economic and technical
possibilities of each place, lead to an improvement
in the living conditions of the population and the
preservation of shared heritage.

In order to expand this legacy, we would like to
invite you to contribute your own experiences and
refer us to those of colleagues which you consider
to constitute 'good practice’. Contact us at
rehabimed@apabcn.es and we'll send you the
model form to fill in with your experiences.

regional symposium Rehabilitating Traditional
Mediterranean Architecture, which is to take
place in Marseilles this September. Another
task carried out was the definition of criteria
for action to be taken into account in the four
pilot rehabilitation operations that RehabiMed
plans to effect in Cyprus, Egypt, Morocco and
Tunisia.

The Institut National du Patrimoine of Tunisia
was recently incorporated into the RehabiMed
consortium and was therefore able to take part
in the assembly, which accepted its proposal of
centring this country's pilot operation on
sustainable tourism in the city of Kairouan,
where interesting initiatives of this kind are
taking place.

Various experts in the rehabilitation of
traditional Egyptian architecture were present
on the occasion of the meeting in Cairo.
Outstanding among them were Mahmoud M.
Fathy El Alfy and Bernard Maury. The experts
taking part were also able to visit the
rehabilitation work carried out on Cairo's north
and east town walls, the district of Han el-Halili
(the site of RehabiMed's pilot operation in
Egypt), the Qalaoun complex and several
rehabilitated seigniorial houses.
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Members of RehabiMed visiting the rehabilitation operation carried out
by the Aga Khan Trust in the neighbourhood of Darb Al-Ahmar.

f.

A group of 8 post-graduate students of the Centre
for Vernacular Architecture Studies, Oxford Brookes
University, participated in a 6-day field work
project in Lefkara (pilot experience of RehabiMed)
this month, under the direction of Prof. Dr Paul
Oliver and Ms R. Latter, Senior Lecturer. The
students made various proposals, based on their
observations and the results of public consultation,
which they presented to the town at the end of
their work. Their suggestions concerned the
economic survival of the village by supporting and
extending the tourist experience of vernacular
architecture, and the community participation in
the rehabilitation process.



Mahmoud M. Fathy El Alfy
'The tourism industry is our hope for
sustainable development in Egypt'

Mahmoud M. Fathy El Alfy is an Egyptian architect with wide-ranging
experience in the conservation of Islamic architectural heritage, both in
academic and hands-on spheres. He is a lecturer in architecture at
Zagazig University (Cairo, Egypt) and Consultant to the Supreme Council
of Antiquities of his country, providing advice in projects such as the
Qallawon complex, and undertaking the documentation of conservation
projects. He is currently preparing various master plans for the
development of tourism in his country. He also forms part of the
RehabiMed group of experts in Egypt, and his declarations have been
adopted by Wahid El-Barbary in Cairo.

Do we have a 'moral’ obligation to continue defending an architecture that
is linked to uses that are gradually disappearing?

Yes; this is why I'm interesting in forming part of the RehabiMed team working
in Egypt. The purpose of its programme reflects our moral and rational
obligations to traditional architecture before it falls into disuse and we lose the
material testimony of its culture.

What do you consider to be the essential values of traditional architecture
that need to be preserved, and which can we give up?

In my opinion, the principal objective of preserving traditional architecture is to
emphasise the basic ideas and design concepts related to everyday life, culture,
society, traditions and religion. Then come technology and artisan work,
though bearing in mind that safety and needs have to be guaranteed.

The tourist sector has brought about major transformations in traditional
enclaves. Can sustainable tourism generate overall interventions that also
respect traditional architecture?

This is a very obvious conflict in the historic centre of Cairo, which has
witnessed many irresponsible actions and the destruction of architectural
heritage in response to the demands of tourism. This happens in the absence
of conservation plans. Traditional districts and buildings need overall national
programmes for conservation and rehabilitation in order to preserve the
physical and moral character that they represent, particularly in the face of
tourist development plans.

Some rehabilitation interventions turn small enclaves into great theme
parks. Is this kind of caricature better than disappearance?

It is very difficult to answer this question out of context. As a conservator, |
think that we have to maintain the interventions of buildings and districts over
the years, unless factors such as safety or sustainability are involved. This
shows the types and the quality of artisans in a given age, as well as the
cultural, social, artisan and even political conditions. Though when caricature
or densification destroy all signs of the original design, the result is no better
than disappearance.

The principal objective
of preserving traditional architecture
is to emphasize the basic aspects of everyday life

Is the rehabilitation of buildings and the revitalization of urban areas
the key to preserving heritage values? Where is the dividing line?

Yes, urban and building rehabilitation is indeed the key to preserving
heritage, provided it is set in a framework of rational, strategic
development plans. These plans have to see architectural heritage as a
major resource for countries like Egypt, that rely on the tourist industry for
sustainable development.



Practical guidelines. The Charter indicates that all interventions on
vernacular heritage should be preceded by a full analysis of form and structure.
They must consider the building's relation to its physical and cultural
landscape, and retain the traditional construction systems and skills.
Alterations that respond to the demands of contemporary use should be
consistent with the original construction. If alterations date from different
periods, these must be appreciated and no attempt should be made to make
them conform to a single period. The Charter also indicates the responsibility
of governments to promote legal, financial and administrative instruments in
order to transmit the built vernacular legacy to future generations.

The Charter on Built Vernacular Heritage (1999) was drafted to complement
the Venice Charter (1964) and establish the principles of maintenance and
protection of traditional architecture. The Charter defines vernacular
constructions as those built using traditional local construction systems shared
by the community, with a coherence of style, that respond efficiently to the
functional, social and environmental constraints of the place. It considers this
heritage as a reflection of the history and culture of a community and its
relations with the territory. It is therefore also the expression of the world's
cultural diversity. However, economic, cultural and architectural uniformity are
threatening its survival.

Five principles. The Charter lists the basic principles of rehabilitation of
vernacular heritage. It indicates that the interventions must be multidisciplinary
and states the need to respect the values of the constructions if they undergo
contemporary interventions. Each construction must also be recognized as an
integral part of the cultural landscape. It is also essential to understand that
vernacular heritage embraces not just the physical forms and materials, but
also the way in which they are used and understood.
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Engraving of the village of Komi Kepir produced in 1878 by the Special Artist and Correspondent of The London lllustrated News.

In 1878 the journal The London lllustrated News presented to its readers 'Cyprus, the new British colony', through a series of articles on the island,
with illustrations mostly by its Special Artist and Correspondent. On September 1878, he set off with the Commissioner on an inspection tour of
the Karpas peninsula, in order to write a report on it and make drawings of the places visited. Unfortunately he didn't give a detailed description
of the village Komi Kepir that the English party visited then, except to comment on the poverty of the people, the scarcity of water and the stone
mills for crushing the olives, which he found rather primitive. But his illustration shows with accuracy the houses with their arched porches and the
flat roofs. Suffering himself from the heat, he doubtlessly understood why Cypriots slept on the roofs and he included this charming detail in his
illustration.

Had the English Special Correspondent read the text of Giovanni Mariti on the Cypriot houses, he would have thought that nothing had changed
on the island in a hundred years. The abbi Giovanni Mariti lived in Cyprus between 1760 and 1767 as an official of the Tuscan Embassy. The houses
described by Mariti in the 18th century, with their mud-brick walls and flat earthen roofs were no different from those depicted in the 19th-century
illustration above. He writes: '...houses and stores have for a braccio’s depth of foundation, and two braccia above the ground-level courses of
stone laid in gypsum. The rest is built of bricks, made of earth taken anywhere and mixed with water and chopped straw. They are made in forms
as in ltaly, a braccio long, and half a braccio wide: they are not fired but left to dry in the sun just where made. The same earth mixed with straw
and used fresh is used to bind them together. This mode of building prevails throughout the island, except in the few villages which have stone
handy, but they use the same mortar. Without, the houses take a melancholy look from the colour of the earth, but within they are airy and
comfortable, and plastered with the whitest possible gypsum. [...] the roofs are made of earth mixed with clay, which during the winter rains plugs
up the fissures caused by the summer heat. These roofs are half a braccio thick, supported by stout beams, with cross rafters and a double reed
mat. But if the rains are long and continuous the inmates are obliged to make frequent repairs. However houses so built and roofed resist the
shock of earthquakes, which stone houses do not, as quite recent experience has taught the Cypriots'. Abbi Giovanni Mariti, Viaggi per Il'isola di
Cipro, Lucca, 1769 (first translation from the Italian to English by Claude Delaval Cobham, Cambridge University Press, 1909)



The International Making Cities Livable Council (IMCL) is
holding its 43rd conference from 20 to 24 June 2005 in
Venice, Italy. The IMCL is an international network of
persons and cities interested in making cities more
livable. It promotes True Urbanism, the principles of
which include rehabilitation, human-scale construction,
mixed uses and functions, and the return to citizen use of
public spaces. More information at wwuw.livablecities.org.

‘International cooperation to save the world's
cultural heritage' is the theme of the 20th
Symposium of the International Committee for
Architectural Photogrammetry (CIPA), which is to take
place in Turin, Italy, from 26 September to 1 October 2005.
The organizers have chosen this theme in the conviction
that only collaboration between the public and private
sectors can provide solutions to preserve cultural heritage.
More information at www.cipatorino2005.org.

This June sees the fourth Competition for the
Rehabilitation and Conservation of Vineyard
Constructions, organized by the Governing Board of the
Denominacion de Origen of Pla de Bages (Spain). Pla del
Bages is a Catalan region famed for the quality of its
vineyards. This year, prizes will also be awarded to dry-
stone constructions such as irrigation and wine deposits
and walls. More information at www.dopladebages.com.

This summer, the Association pour la Participation et
I'Action régionale (APARE) is offering 30 workshops on
the restoration of built and natural heritage in Provence
(France) and one in the Atlas Mountains (Morocco). For
more information see www.apare-gec.org.

The Associazione Edoardo Benvenuto has
announced the fourth Edoardo Benvenuto Prize,
aimed at researchers under the age of 40. Those
wishing to take part should send the Organizers
an original that addresses art and science in the
historical development of buildings, by 31 May.
The winner will be announced in October. More
information at www.associazionebenvenuto.org.

The Second International  Congress on
Construction History will take place from 29 March
to 2 April 2006 at Queens' College, Cambridge
University, organized by the Construction History
Society. The programme includes sections devoted
to the history of the construction of buildings, the
development of structural forms, the organization
of work, costs and salaries, and associations and
unions. It will also include papers on the
evolutionary role of construction professionals, the
archaeology of buildings and the use of new
technologies in rehabilitation. More information at
www.chs-cambridge.co.uk.

Pablo de Olavide University is organizing the
International Vernacular Architecture Congress-CISAV in
Carmona (Spain), from 26 to 28 October. More
information at:
www.upo.es/depa/webdhuma/areas/arte/cisav.htm.
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The complex urban revitalization work that began in
1990 in one of Cairo's most run-down neighbourhoods,
Darb al-Ahmar, the restoration of a stretch of the wall
and the creation of a large urban park in the city centre
are part of the work presented here by the Aga Khan
Trust. Its authors present a precise record of both earlier
work and the monitoring of interventions, including an
assessment of the results.
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http://www.intbau.org

INTBAU (International Network for Traditional Building,
Architecture & Urbanism) is an organization which in its
four years of existence has created an extensive network
of experts in traditional architecture. The experts offer
advice and promote rehabilitation projects, workshops
and seminars to debate and implement traditional
construction techniques. The basic aim of all of its
activities is to improve the quality of life of the people
who live in traditional architecture.
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