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MONTADA: 
the start 
of an innovative 
project to revitalize 
traditional heritage 
in the Maghreb 

Montada is a project that forms part of the 
Euromed 4 Programme and has just started 
work on its first interventions. It takes over 
from RehabiMed with the aim of continuing its 
work. Montada is a project led by the Col·legi 
d’Aparelladors, Arquitectes Tècnics i Enginyers 
d’Edificació de Barcelona that concentrates 
its activity in the Maghreb, with a consortium 
made up of organizations in Tunisia, Algeria and 
Morocco. The principal aim of Montada is to help 
create a new mentality based on the culture of 
dialogue in order to strengthen cultural identity 

and social cohesion. The challenge will be met 
by using innovative tools for integrated heritage 
management and sustainable development, with 
training, information and consolidation provided 
by interventions to promote dialogue. 
The activities of the MONTADA project will 
be carried out with the backing of the EIDEM 
(Équipe internationale d’animation et d’expertise 
méditerranée), a network of experts that will 
provide the Participation Forums with technical 
and scientific leadership. The Forums are places 
where authorities, civil society and citizens will 
meet to discuss local heritage and develop 
awareness-raising and promotion activities, 
guaranteeing the participation and integration 
of the population in all activities. The EIDEM 
will also publicize these activities around the 
Mediterranean. The aim is to promote knowledge 
and appropriation of the heritage by its users 
and the population, to integrate management of 
this traditional heritage as a vital factor for local 
social and economic development, and create 

bridges to dialogue in which new generations 
play an active role. 
Soussa and Kairouan in Tunisia, Marrakech 
and Salé in Morocco, and Gardhaïa and Dellys 
in Algeria are the cities chosen for Montada’s 
principal interventions. They all stand out for 
their heritage values and represent the vitality 
and constant change of cities in a permanent 
state of transformation. They reflect the 
singularities and specificities of local cultures, 
shaped by centuries of history, and their heritage 
draws together the complexity and syncretism of 
different civilizations. Their intangible heritage 
also enjoys international prestige, as in the 
case of Marrakech and Gardhaïa, cities whose 
traditions serve as a bridge to the legacy of 
African countries further afield. A variety of 
interventions at the hearts of these cities will 
serve to weave together past and future, and 
create instruments to manage their heritage.  
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News
Architecture and 
tourism in Tunisia 

On 15 May, Tunis Carthage University (UTC) 
organized a symposium about architecture 
and tourism. This meeting, coordinated by Ali 
Djerbi, department head at the UTC, bought 
together a large number of Tunisian architects 
to debate the subject and talk about the kind 
of architecture that should be promoted for 
a specific kind of tourism. Also taking part in 
the symposium were members of the Tunisian 
government, who presented guidelines for the 
promotion of tourism and the desire to establish 
a plan of action for cultural tourism. 
The first part of the interventions included the 
participation of Wassim Ben Mahmoud, who 
suggested the need to rethink the concept of 
standardized repetitive complexes that for years 
have been built to attract mass tourism, instead 
promoting ecological, cultural and sustainable 
tourism. Other architects presented arguments 
highlighting the need to reconsider the existing 
type of tourism. In the second part, it was the 
heads of tourism institutions who intervened, 
such as Khaled Trabelsi, a representative of 
ONTT; Tafida Ben Othmane (AFT) and Afifa 
Sfaihi (APAL), who insisted on the need to 
encourage a sustainable form of tourism that 
respects heritage and supports rehabilitation 
and revitalization as a way of creating jobs for 
residents, improving their standard of living and 
attracting quality tourism.
The symposium ended with the intervention 
of M. Ahmed Smaoui, who referred to basic 
questions about the development of tourism 
and asked for a diversification of investment.  

Sensitization activities 
in the Kasbah 
of Algiers 

Activities to raise awareness among the 
residents of historic centres are some of the 
pioneering initiatives being carried out in 
Algeria by Hakim Ouhadj, Raouf Mahboub 
and Racim Mahboub. Day trips around the 
Kasbah of Algiers are being conducted to 
showcase its everyday heritage. According to 
the organizers, it is incomprehensible to see 
groups of foreign tourists taking an interest in 
the old town without encouraging Algerians 
to acquire the same knowledge. Many of the 
people born in outlying districts of Algiers 
in recent decades have no knowledge of 
the historic, heritage and cultural values 
of the Kasbah, an area with which younger 
generations have nothing to do. 
The planned routes are based around various 
historic monuments and their relation to the 
present. They are aimed at the younger age 
brackets as family visits, with activities for 
children as well as adults. The effects on the 
Kasbah of Algiers have been very positive, and 
the people to have taken part have expressed 
their appreciation of the visits and the chance 
to get to know their own heritage as a physical 
and cultural reality. To date, the tours are 
conducted in the capital, but in the coming 
months they will be extended to other Algerian 
cities. More information at www.elwatan.com/
La-Casbah-comme-vous-ne-l-avez  

RehabiMed 
presented in Paris 

On 6 April, the RehabiMed Method and its 
use in Mediterranean countries was presented 
in the auditorium of La Cité de l’Architecture 
& du Patrimoine de Paris. The presentation 
took place in the framework of the thematic 
lectures organized by the École de Chaillot, 
specifically the talk on the subject of “Historic 
districts for all: a social and human approach 
to sustainable rehabilitation”. Four speakers 
took part in the session.
Brigitte Colin, of the Social and Human Sciences 
Sector of the UNESCO, presented the UNESCO 
guide of seven key factors to allow historic 
centres to recover their cultural identity, quality 
of urban life and modern levels of development. 
Alain Marinos (French Ministry of Culture) 
presented actions carried out to revitalize 
historic centres in France and his Ministry’s 
cooperation with China, working on the 
balanced development of the Jiangnan water 
towns and management of growing tourism.
Xavier Casanovas (RehabiMed) presented the 
RehabiMed Method and the pilot operations 
carried out in Cyprus, Egypt, Tunisia and Morocco 
to revitalize historic centres by seeking a point 
of balance between economic development, 
residents’ rights and needs, and the preservation 
of heritage values. Leo Orellana (SIRCHAL, 
network for the revitalization of historic centres 
in Latin America) presented the work currently 
being carried out on the Rehabilitation Plan for 
the historic centre of Salvador de Bahía. More 
information at www.citechaillot.fr and www.
rehabimed.net  
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RehabiMed takes part 
in Amades Year

In 2009, a variety of exhibitions, publications, 
lectures and commemorative events have 
been organized to publicise the work of one 
of the most interesting and prolific folklorists 
of the 20th century: Joan Amades i Gelats 
(1890-1959). Amades contributed over 400 
publications to the compilation, systematization, 
study and subsequent dissemination of a 
whole body of popular knowledge associated 
with the life of Catalan society in the first 
half of the 20th century. Described as a 
folklorist, ethnologist, ethnographer and even 
anthropologist, in his research he always used 
a heterodox methodology and an encyclopaedic 
approach, including in his studies everything 
he considered to be of exceptional value for 
knowledge about traditions in Catalonia. He 
was a conservator at the Museum of Popular 
Industries and Arts in the Poble Espanyol and 
head of the Engravings Section of Barcelona 
Municipal Museum. In his latter years, he 
worked with the UNESCO on producing a 
bibliography about Catalan folklore.
His works on popular housing and arts, the 
Catalan masia and artisan trades related to 
construction represent a small part of his 
work, but have been decisive to later studies 
of traditional architecture. The work of Amades, 
like that of Ramon Violant i Simorra (1903-
1956), is in urgent need of revision to include 
new interpretations produced by research into 
his archives. Many researchers have published 
work this year, now available for consultation at 
www.joanamades.cat  

RehabiMed at the 
Catalan universities

In the months of February, March and April 
2009, RehabiMed was presented at La Salle 
School of Architecture, at the EPSEB and 
at the Elisava School. At La Salle School of 
Architecture, coinciding with the exhibition 
“Living in the Mediterranean”, on 20 February 
the RehabiMed project was presented with 
a talk on “Mediterranean Architecture: the 
Legacy of Tradition”, by Xavier Casanovas 
and Montserrat Villaverde. On 11 March, it 
was presented at Barcelona’s Polytechnic 
School of Construction (EPSEB) with the talk 
“International Rehabilitation Activity: the 
RehabiMed Project”, by Xavier Casanovas and 
Ramon Graus; and on 29 April it was presented 
at the Elisava School. These activities to 
publicize and disseminate RehabiMed denote 
universities’ growing interest in promoting 
rehabilitation and their social commitment to 
cooperation. Further education institutions are 
gradually incorporating practical studies to train 
their students in rehabilitation and cooperation, 
two increasingly decisive sectors for the 
sustainable development of our territory. 
In his presentation of the project, Xavier 
Casanovas placed particular emphasis on the 
need to work for social cohesion, with such 
important examples as the pilot operations 
carried out in Marrakech and Cairo. The 
importance of an ongoing, integrative approach 
was one of the themes of discussion, over and 
above the strict preservation of heritage or its 
denaturing. Analysis and interventions centred 
on residents and their needs, combined with 
a reassessment of traditional heritage. More 
information at www.rehabimed.net  

The CAATEEB in 
Mataró, the exhibition 
“Living in the 
Mediterranean” 

Coinciding with the exhibition “Living in the 
Mediterranean”, which ran at the CAATEEB 
in Mataró from 17 April to 22 May 2009, two 
lectures were given by Xavier Casanovas and 
Montserrat Villaverde. The exhibition, which 
has travelled to dozens of Mediterranean 
towns and cities, goes beyond commonplaces 
and preconceived ideas to promote knowledge 
of the territory, the city and the traditional 
Mediterranean dwelling.
In the talks, Xavier Casanovas, of the 
Rehabilitation and Environment Unit of 
the CAATEEB and Head of the RehabiMed 
project, presented the institute’s many years of 
experience in cooperation associated with the 
rehabilitation and maintenance of traditional 
heritage. Under the title “Revitalization of 
traditional heritage through international 
projects”, he explained the pioneering work 
of this department in the field of rehabilitation 
and cooperation, presenting projects carried out 
in Cuba, France, Italy, Morocco, Syria, Lebanon, 
Egypt, Cyprus, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, etc. He 
also presented the results of the RehabiMed 
project, with particular emphasis on the decisive 
creation of the Method as a working basis for all 
Mediterranean countries.
For her part, Montserrat Villaverde, lecturer at 
La Salle School of Architecture and collaborator 
in the RehabiMed project, reflected on the 
importance of the preliminary studies that need 
to be carried out before the rehabilitation project, 
with particular emphasis on the methodology 
and nature of historical studies. Under the title 
“The House: a Tribute to Joan Amades (1890-
1959)”, she paid tribute to the great Catalan 
ethnographer and folklorist on the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of his death and the 
celebration in 2009 of Joan Amades Year. www.
apabcn.cat and www.rehabimed.net   

News
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RehabiMed 
collaborates in 
the rehabilitation 
of Bab Antakeya 
in Aleppo, Syria

On 16 and 17 May 2009, in the framework 
of an international workshop to establish 
guidelines for the restoration of the city wall 
around Bab Antakeya, RehabiMed presented 
the work carried out by its team on Bab 
Antakeya in Aleppo. The results of the historical 
study conducted by RehabiMed provided key 
elements for drafting recommendations and the 
subsequent decision of the Governor and Mayor 
of Aleppo to demolish the wall built under the 
French Mandate and restore the part of the wall 
that had been concealed behind it.
The workshop was organized by GTZ (the 
German cooperation agency) and presided over 
by the Director of the Old Town of Aleppo and 
the city’s Director General for Heritage. Also 
taking part were over 20 local experts. Anette 
Gangler presented the urban reform project 
planned for the studied area, Xavier Casanovas 
explained the town wall’s historic evolution, 
and the engineers Mazen Zada and Switbert 
Greiner showed the results of their analysis of 
the settling of the French wall and the stability 
of the ground behind it. After a lively debate and 
detailed site visit, the scientific committee, made 
up of the attending experts and presided over by 
Dr Mounir Bouchenaki, Director of ICCROM and 
former Assistant-Director General for Culture of 
the UNESCO, recommended that the French wall 
be demolished and the historic wall restored to 
preserve the site’s heritage values.
In early 2008, GTZ asked for RehabiMed’s 
collaboration in the rehabilitation work it was 
promoting in Aleppo, specifically in surveying the 
monument using photography and laser scanning, 
producing a study of its history, construction and 
architecture, and training local experts in the 
techniques used. For this purpose, a working 
team was created, comprising Xavier Casanovas, 

of the Rehabilitation and Environment Unit of 
the CAATEEB, as team director; UPC lecturers 
Felipe Buil, Andres De Mesa, Amparo Nuñez and 
Joaquim Regot; and the architect Pablo Tena.
The team from the UPC spent 10 days in Aleppo 
collecting photographic and laser-scan data. 
It worked with a local team to familiarize its 
members with surveying techniques. It also 
worked in the archives of the Directorate General 
of Antiquities (DGA) in Aleppo and Damascus 
to find documents that explain the history and 
restoration work carried out to date, and at 
the Institut Français du Proche Orient (IFPO) in 
Damascus and various French archives to find 
documents from the period of the Mandate. The 
result was a series of precise, quality surveys and 
a very detailed historical study that will provide 
a basis for diagnosis and decision-making in 
the project for the rehabilitation of this site. The 
next step is a full diagnosis and the subsequent 
project for restoration and further work. www.
rehabimed.net  

Maria Rosália 
Guerreiro is the 
winner of the 
Different Viewpoints 
competition

The second Different Viewpoints competition 
has been won by a Doctor of Urbanism, 
Maria Rosália Guerreiro, with a photograph 
of the Algarve, Portugal. Most of this year’s 
participants are involved professionally with 

architectural heritage and offered a more 
dynamic view and understanding of the city and 
the territory. There was a decidedly international 
flavour to participation, with entrants from 
Morocco, Tunisia, Greece, Cyprus, France, Egypt, 
Algeria, Italy and Spain. The finalist photos were 
displayed in the Events Hall of the CAATEEB in 
Barcelona from 11 to 20 May and can be seen, 
along with the exhibition, on RehabiMed’s 
website: www.rehabimed.net. 

RehabiMed called in 
as consultant on the 
Protection Plan for 
Constantine, Algeria 

The wilaya of Constantine, in Algeria, has 
requested the collaboration of RehabiMed to 
develop a rehabilitation strategy to revitalize the 
historic centre, currently in a poor state of repair. 
Collaboration began with a study conference 
on 23 and 24 May to discuss the methodology 
and techniques used. The professionals 
involved in the interventions (Badia Belabed 
Sahraoui, Jennie Kribeche, Nacer Touam, Youcef 
Benhamiche, Ali Mohamed Bet Youcef, Ahmed 
Mezzach and Bet Zeienelabiddine Rouabeh) 
presented the problems facing the old town, the 
targets established, the chosen methodology and 
the pilot operations under way. Representatives 
of RehabiMed and Spanish cooperation 
assessed the process, based on the RehabiMed 
Method, evaluating the strong and weak points 
of the proposals presented, and expressed their 
willingness to provide the necessary support.  

News



Learning traditional 
construction trades

The knowledge represented by artisans plying 
traditional trades associated with construction 
has been recognised throughout history. This 
legacy was by tradition handed down within a 
family, from generation to generation. Today, 
this knowledge is disseminated in the form of 
specialist courses, workshops and seminars. 
This summer, the first Matarraña Traditional 
Construction workshop was held in Monroyo 
(Spain), including specialized courses about 
the use of lime, applying stuccoes and stone 
carving. What made this workshop particularly 
special, apart from the interesting architectural 
enclave in which it was set, was the fact that 
it was coordinated by Oriol García Conesa, an 
established stucco artist who forms part of the 
fifth generation of stucco professionals based 
in Catalonia. The workshop is to be an annual 
event, next year centring on learning by practice 
with the rehabilitation of spaces such as a 
century-old forge. All the necessary information 
will be available for consultation as of May 
2010 at www.rehabimed.net or by contacting 
aytomonroyo@terra.es  

Eivissa reflects on the 
setting of its historic 
centre

Three months ago, the Government of 
the Balearic Islands passed an act on 
the rehabilitation and improvement of 
neighbourhoods, in keeping with steps taken 
five years ago by the Generalitat de Catalunya 
Catalan autonomous government. Coinciding 
with this decision, and with the aim of reflecting 
on intervention in the historic centre, on 16 and 
17 July 2009 Eivissa Town Council organized 
two days of debate entitled “Good practices and 
interventions in historic centres”.

The debates were attended by the mayoress, 
the deputy mayor for territorial planning, 
the councillor for the Old Town and other 
authorities. Oriol Nel·lo opened the sessions 
with a presentation of the aims, the work 
carried out to date and the lessons learned 
during five years of implementation of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. He was followed by the 
Minister for Housing of the Balearic Islands, 
Jaume Carbonero, who presented the new 
act and commented on some of the urban 
interventions carried out in Majorca.
The following presentations focussed on specific 
experiences. Xavier Casanovas presented 
the RehabiMed method and its application 
in Mediterranean cities; Pedro Caro, the 
interventions carried out in Cordoba, and 
Lluís Claverol, the rehabilitation of the historic 
centre of Lleida. Carlos Garcia called for the 
introduction of contemporary architecture 
into historic centres. This was followed by the 
presentation by Marc Costa, councillor for the 
Old Town, and Raimon Torres of proposals 
to update the 1997 PEPRI (protection and 
remodelling plan) to adapt it to the present-day 
reality of the old town.
All the sessions were followed by lively debate 
that showed the great interest in and concern 
about rehabilitation of the historic centre among 
local professionals and residents. The closing 
address was given by Vicent Torres, deputy 
mayor for territorial planning, who presented a 
series of conclusions that summarised the key 
concepts and criteria to have emerged from the 
presentations and debates. These conclusions 
will assist the Council as it takes steps to 
rehabilitate the area.  

Rehabilitation and 
social equity 

The Heritage for Development Programme of the 
AECID and the Ministry of Housing organized 
the 7th Meeting on the Management of Historic 
Centres from 27 to 30 July, at the training 

centre in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia. 
Meeting under the title “Urban Rehabilitation 
and Law in the City: the Challenge of Social 
Equity”, representatives of over 20 countries, 
mostly Latin American, presented innovative 
experiences in urban rehabilitation linked to 
social cohesion. RehabiMed took part on two 
counts: with presentations of the heritage 
and social challenges of the pilot operation in 
Marrakech and of the urban rehabilitation and 
revitalization programme being carried out by 
GTZ in Aleppo, Syria.
Faissal Cherradi, Director General of the 
Moroccan Ministry of Culture and member 
of RehabiMed, presented an overview of 
“residential recuperation”. He based his 
talk on an analysis of the weak spots in the 
residential sector in the medinas throughout 
the Maghreb, talking Marrakech as an example. 
RehabiMed’s intervention in Marrakech marks 
a turning point in the country’s rehabilitation 
policies and demonstrates the possibility of 
preserving heritage values and improving the 
living conditions of the people who live in 
these buildings. Rehabilitation with and for the 
residents is one of the basic pillars supporting a 
joint approach to rehabilitation and social equity. 
Cherradi reinforced this idea and showed how 
the three traditional houses rehabilitated in the 
Medina have created a new line of rehabilitation 
policies in Morocco. 
Kamal Bittar, Assistant Director of the Urban 
Development and Rehabilitation Project for 
the city of Aleppo and RehabiMed collaborator, 
presented the overall project being implemented 
in the historic centre of Aleppo and its 
objectives, including the project to restore Bab 
Antakya, in which RehabiMed is also involved. 
This more technical presentation, based on the 
preliminary studies required for decision-making, 
exemplified the utility of the RhM Method, in 
which systematization, analysis and rigour are 
inherent conditions in the complexity of any 
project. www.rehabimed.net  

News
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Francesco Giovanetti

Francesco Giovanetti, architect, is currently 
Director of the Technical Office, “Rome Historic 
Centre”, of Rome City Council. Between 1995 
and 2005, as Director of Monumental Heritage 
of Rome’s Public Works Department, he was 
responsible for projects to restore architectural 
heritage. Previously, he worked as an architect 
at the Special Office for Intervention in the 
Historic Centre, carrying out research activities 
and projects of architectural restoration and 
planning interventions. Since 1995 he has 
directed the Laboratorio di Progettazione on 
the international master’s degree Architectural 
Restoration and Recovering the Beauty of 
Historic Centres and is currently coordinating 
the course on Architectural Restoration at the 
Engineering Faculty of the University of Rome, 
Tor Vergata.
He has directed publications that have become 
vital tools in the rehabilitation sector: Manuale 
del recupero di Città di Castello, Rome (DEI) 
1992; Manuale del recupero del Comune 
di Roma, Rome (DEI) 1997; and Manuale 
del recupero della città di Palermo, Rome 
(Flaccovio) 1997.

Is traditional architecture a form of heritage 
worth preserving?

More than ever! Architectural heritage, along 
with other manifestations of traditional culture, 
is our link with the history of the world and with 
the local identity of regions, countries and ethic 
groups. Today, the world and its mentalities seem 
to be moving towards an ephemeral, intangible 
dimension that is destroying the culture of the 
past. Architectural heritage, conversely, with the 
physical presence of its matter, provides a rare, 
very concrete and effective counterpoint.

Much of traditional architecture heritage is in 
danger of disappearance today. Do you think 
it requires a legal framework to regulate and 
limit interventions in traditional heritage, 
or should preservation be based on other 
mechanisms?

It requires action at all levels. On the one 
hand, regulations are necessary to inform 
the protective actions implemented by public 
institutions. At the same time, information must 
also be given to people who own, live in or use 
traditional architectural heritage, to convince 
them of the advantages of conserving, restoring 

and reusing this heritage (economic, ecological, 
themes of identity, etc.).

In some countries, the government gives 
grants for rehabilitation. What do you consider 
to be the most useful measures for promoting 
the rehabilitation of traditional architecture?

The most effective way to promote rehabilitation 
is to offer financial benefits, such as loans and 
tax incentives. It is also important to create 
specialized centres to publicize good practices in 
the design, choice of materials and the actual 
restoration work.

You are one of the people responsible for the 
Manuali de recupero. What are the underlying 
aims and the basic contents of these manuals?

Firstly, they provide detailed drawings and texts 
to enable technicians (draughtsmen, works 
supervisors, builders, etc.) to learn and revive 
the grammar, syntax, language and principles 
of the pre-modern art of building, which has 
become a dead language since the advent of 
industrialized construction. 
Secondly, they contain precise, beautiful 
drawings to give the owners and occupants 
of this historical architectural heritage a taste 
for the things of the past, and for traditional 
construction materials and elements. 

The Manuali de recupero have become a 
practical instrument in rehabilitation. What 
are their main applications today?

Today, the use of traditional construction 
techniques, which just 20 years ago seemed a 
utopia, has become a growing reality, practised 
not just by the odd “enlightened” government 
agency but also because they form part of 
the construction market and are promoted by 
pioneers who are in a minority but capable of 
creating a model and being imitated.
We are seeing a “renaissance” in the production 
and use of pre-modern materials. It is no longer 
difficult to build work using the products on the 
market today if you know how to choose and 
work correctly with the right stones and the 
traditional bricks, claddings, woodwork and 

Interview
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“Today, the world and 
our mentalities seem to 
be advancing towards 
an ephemeral, intangible 
dimension that is 
destroying the culture of 
the past.” 
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Interview
finishes. This is the reason why many of the 
people involved in rehabilitation use the Manuali 
del recupero and similar publications.
The Manuali del recupero are also used in the 
universities and afterwards to teach architects 
and engineers interested in producing designs 
that use the materials and techniques of 
traditional architecture.
The projects workshops teach by immersion, 
focusing on the systems of composition and 
construction that formed the basis of the pre-
modern city and its buildings. Participants 
are taught to build using the pre-modern 
architectural language according to the 
principle of “advisability” and the hierarchical 
gradation of the finishes and planes of 
construction. 

The conservation of façades in historic centres, 
with the demolition of interiors, is a regular 
practice in some cities. Do you think this is a 
worthwhile solution for our urban heritage?

Emptying a building and leaving just the façade 
does not constitute conservation. This model, 
which was practised in Italy and other European 
countries between 1950 and 1960, only 
represents progress in those countries where the 
demolition and reconstruction of buildings is still 
a common practice. 

The streets and squares of many historic centres 
are now occupied by tourism. Do you think it 
is possible to turn tourism into a sustainable 
activity that respects local specificities?

It is easy to see the most appropriate course of 
action, but it is not easy to re-educate the mass 
of tourists who stand in endless queues to 
glance at a few of the famous monuments and 
sites that make up our cities. The liberalization 
of economic activity is a major obstacle, 
because it has led to the proliferation of bars, 
restaurants and souvenir shops that attract and 
fuel mass tourism.
There is also a kind of tourist who is more aware 
and seeks to blend in with the local population, 
preferring a low-profile presence and a longer 
stay, but this trend is currently under threat from 
the emerging countries which are now swelling 
the mass tourism model. 

Reflections
Teaching resources and traditional 
heritage

In 1991, the ICCROM created a new statute governing the importance of 
initiatives to raise public awareness about the conservation and restoration 
of cultural property. The statute implicitly defends the unique, irreplaceable 
nature of each element of cultural property and our obligation to preserve 
it for future generations. It also highlights the vulnerability of this heritage 
and the huge cultural value it represents in terms of centuries of history.
The rehabilitation of architectural heritage is vital to preserve and continue 
this heritage. But how are we to understand the need for rehabilitation 
and preservation in the absence of a pre-existing appraisal? Something 
that is unknown cannot be appreciated. This is why the ICCROM promotes 
understanding and appreciation of traditional heritage and the importance 
of its revitalization. This means developing a set of basic tools for use in 
education systems that can be easily managed by teaching staff. 
Teaching resources can serve to promote knowledge of heritage in a way 
that is both playful and positive, centring on tangible and intangible, 
bioclimatic and cultural values, and providing children and adolescents, 
the future administrators of this heritage, with contemporary viewpoints. 
We have to ensure that cities, neighbourhoods, houses, the territory and 
everyday life leave behind the stigma of “unofficial” heritage and become 
a space for life, knowledge and analysis. Once we have achieved this, we 
can start to sensitize young people and generate teaching materials about 
rehabilitation. It is a difficult task that will start to produce results when 
young users create a Facebook profile for traditional heritage. Until then, 
we have to promote all initiatives to create quality teaching resources.
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Graphic Testimony

Laid out around the Great Mosque, the souk of Tunis maintains the vitality of 
times past and represents a veritable shopping mall, located on its original 
site. Its grid presents a perfect layout of space, but for first-time visitors 
it is like a labyrinth, with the different merchandise as its only point of 
reference. This photograph, taken in the 1930s, shows the splendid timber 

structure that filters the daylight and the finishes of the columns with their 
pedestals, separating the various stalls. These columns can now be seen at 
the entrance to the Hammam Kachachine and represent the image of many 
traditional buildings in the Medina of Tunis.

El Souq. Tunis. 1930. Private Collection
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Heritage conservation

On 4 and 5 November 2009, Constantine in 
Algeria will host this seminar devoted entirely 
to the study of teaching methods and the 
implementation of heritage conservation. It is 
organized by the Ministry of Further Education 
and Scientific Research, the city’s Mentouri 
University and the Faculty of Earth Sciences and 
Land Use Planning.
The main aim is to discuss experiences and new 
teaching methods related to heritage. More 
information at http://www.villeetpatrimoine.8m.
net/

The future of Arab cities
The Yale Arab Alumni Association has 
programmed its conference for 2, 3 and 4 
October 2009, in Beirut, Lebanon. It is devoted to 
the consequences of globalization in cities, and 
the debate will take a multidisciplinary approach 
to demographic, social, anthropological, urban 
and architectural issues. More information at 
http://www.yalearabalumni.org/.

Traditional spaces and new uses
This symposium takes an across-the-board 
look at the possibilities of revitalizing historic 
centres and offers new interpretations for the 
incorporation of uses other than services for 
tourism. It will take place in Istanbul, Turkey, 
from 12 to 16 October 2009. More information 
at http://www.culturespace2009.org/.

Conservation of earthen structures 

This course, in the framework of the ATHAR 
programme sets out to help professionals in 
conservation in the Arab world develop skills and 
work with traditional materials and techniques. 
The course runs from September to late October 
2009 and will be held in Sharjah, in the United 
Arab Emirates. More information at http://www.
iccrom.org.

AFRICA 2009 

In Mombassa, Kenya, a course to sensitize 
professionals to the values of built heritage is 
being organized from July to October. It forms 
part of the AFRICA 2009 programme and aims 
to improve the conditions of cultural property in 
Africa, working towards its integration according 
to sustainable parameters. More information at 
http://www.iccrom.org.

RIPAM3. Mediterranean architecture 
The third conference of Mediterranean 
Architectural Heritage is being held in the 

Portuguese city of Lisbon, from 15 to 17 October 
2009. More information at http://ripam3.lis.
ulusiada.pt.

Editorial news
Réhabilitation et revitalisation urbaine à Oran 
ISBN 978-84-87104-06-0
AECID, OGEBEC AND CAATEEB

The minutes of the symposium held in Oran from 
19 to 21 October 2008 have been published. 
This book is a compilation of the presentations of 
a large group of experts in rehabilitation and the 
various contributions made during the workshops. 
The conclusions and specific proposals for the 
revitalization of the neighbourhood of Sidi el 
Houari provide the epilogue. Like RehabiMed’s 
other publications, the entire contents can be 
downloaded free of charge at the project’s 
website, www.rehabimed.net.

Web
Jerusalem, 2009 Capital of Arab Culture
http://www.alquds2009.org/

This year’s cultural capital of the Arab world 
is Jerusalem, and this website provides 
information about all the activities planned as 
part of the celebration. The portal also offers 
historic information about the formation and 
development of the city, and its links with different 
cultures, and is a referent for a city that continues 
to be a foremost protagonist in the history of 
Mediterranean and international culture.

Agenda
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