
Now we’re all in it 
together!
The Barcelona Process 
is moving ahead

Alter years of uncertainty, doubt and also 
misunderstandings due to the eastward 
expansion of Europe, and after a frustrating 
meeting of Barcelona + 10 in Valencia, the 
Process now seems to be back on track, with 
renewed vigour. It has not been easy, since 
Sarkozy’s idea of the Mediterranean Union, 
despite being very appealing, was initially 
somewhat inconsistent, and its premiss of not 
including non-Mediterranean Europe led to a 
series of unnecessary conflicts and a very biased 
view of Europe and the Mediterranean. 

Today, however, all the pro-Mediterraneans 
among us have good reason to be cheerful, and 
those of us in Barcelona, doubly so. The Union 
for the Mediterranean (UpM) has been created, 
and is based in Barcelona. We are witnessing 
a historic event, which only time will allow us 
to evaluate in its full importance. At present, 
however, the central fact to highlight is that, for 
the first time, 47 Mediterranean countries have 
agreed to create a common structure in which 
we are all represented on an equal footing.
The process of changing political will is at an end; 
now, we have an intergovernmental body that 
will play a specific, committed role in the future 
of the Mediterranean as a space of peace and 
prosperity, two abiding objectives. Barcelona was 
in at the start of this process and will now be the 
seat of the UpM. This is a deserved recompense 
for a committed city that has always aspired to 

recognition and promotion of the Mediterranean, 
whose residents and authorities have strived to 
offer the best of the city for a shared future. 
Another reason for pride is the incorporation of 
the Adriatic countries, Libya and Mauritania. It 
was evident that they should form part of the 
Union, but it is still an important and decisive 
event. This brings together everyone with 
common roots, culture and a centuries-old 
history that gave birth to Western civilization. 
There is still a great deal to be done to ensure 
that the Union for the Mediterranean continues 
to grow in strength and become operative, but it 
is now a reality. From now on, we all have to do 
our bit to enable it to become what for years we 
have been calling for: a forceful organization for 
dialogue between cultures, marked by solidarity 
and reaffirmation, our common history and a 
shared future. 
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News
Rehabilitating 
Hassan Fathy

For anyone travelling to New Gourna in the 
conviction of rediscovering mythical architecture, 
eager to observe at first hand the detailed work 
of a grand master of the likes of Hassan Fathy 
(1900-1989), the visit could be a dispiriting 
one. A walk through its streets and around 
some of its houses reveals overwhelming proof 
of the state of absolute abandonment that 
today shrouds Fathy’s emblematic work. For 
the moment, only the Mosque and the Theatre 
seem to merit the respect and maintenance 
demanded by this type of architecture.
There is no doubt today that the work of Fathy 
is one of the foremost legacies of 20th-century 
traditional architecture. By legacy, we refer 
not only to his architecture projects, which in 
themselves are worthy of specific studies, but 
also to the whole body of theory generated 
by his architecture. The publication of some 
of his books marked a turning point in our 
perception of tradition and the knowledge to 
be found in the wisdom of its simple, austere 
forms. It is impossible to remain unmoved 
by some of his classic writings, such as An 
Architecture for People.
In 2008, with the purpose of reappraising 
the work of Hassan Fathy, a Swiss-based 
association was founded with the fundamental 
aims of raising awareness of the value of 
his work and promoting the exchange of 
ideas and solutions for the conservation and 
promotion of this heritage, by means of a 
network of professionals. This platform is a 
positive contribution to getting a range of 
agents involved in the rehabilitation of Hassan 
Fathy’s built work. To find out more about the 
association, visit 
www.fathyheritage.com 
and to consult his personal archive, go to 
www.aucegypt.edu/ 

Action Plan 2010-2012: 
urban revitalization 
in Morocco

Morocco’s Urban Agency has established new 
action plans that address recommendations to 
have emerged in the recent urban study carried 
out in the city of Meknes. This study questions 
existing urban revitalization plans and the 
management of revitalization in urban and rural 
centres throughout the region. 
The new Action Plan looks at the declaration 
and interventions carried out in 2007 in Azrou, 
under the heading “Villes sans bidonvilles”, 
which sought to eradicate serious problems of 
habitability facing some districts of Moroccan 
cities and implement interventions for the 
revitalization of urban and rural centres. One of 
the main strands of the new plan is the inclusion 
of the social dimension; citizen participation will 
now form part of all projects, representing a very 
positive contribution to social cohesion. Let us 
hope that the implementation of “Villes sans 
bidonvilles” in many Moroccan cities does not 
involve the indiscriminate demolition of traditional 
heritage and that rehabilitation is promoted as a 
decisive factor in this new Action Plan. 

“Fondouks, Khans 
and Caravanserais”

The Palazzo Cisterna in Turin hosted the 
exhibition “Fondouks, Khans and Caravanserais” 
to coincide with the 23rd Congress of the 
UMAR. The exhibition is the product of the hard 
work carried out by the association to promote 
knowledge of construction typologies spread 
throughout the Islamic Mediterranean. 
Despite their widespread implantation down 
through the centuries, transformations in the 
economic and social system have brought about 

changes in the use to which they are now put. 
Caravans as a means of goods transportation 
are now a thing of the past, and the traditional 
markets have made way for large commercial 
structures.
The dissociation between form and use, 
both in the caravanserais between centres of 
population and the fondouks inside the city, and 
the khans, great urban structures that housed 
businesses, has seen them change function and 
become residential spaces. The majority, which 
do not form part of monumental complexes, 
are absolutely lacking in services and often 
subdivided into tiny spaces. A good example 
of the degradation and abandonment of these 
buildings and their lack of maintenance can be 
seen in the building addressed by RehabiMed’s 
pilot operation in Cairo.
The exhibition aims not just to showcase a form 
of architecture that is a vital cultural legacy for 
the Mediterranean, but also to warn us of the 
dangers involved in its degradation. For more 
information: 
www.umar.org  

Presentation 
of RehabiMed 
in Cartagena de Indias, 
Colombia

From 29 September to 3 October, the Agencia 
Española de Cooperación Internacional para 
el Desarrollo-AECID, with the collaboration 
of the Ministry of Housing, organized the 6th 
International Encounter on the Management 
of Historic Centres. The training centre of the 
AECID, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, was 
chosen as the host for this sixth encounter. 
The five days saw the presentation of foremost 
interventions in the Latin America world 
and two of the most important schemes at 
international level: the project of the Aga Khan 
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Foundation in Cairo and RehabiMed’s pilot 
operations in Marrakech, Cairo and Kairouan. 
Over a year after their completion, the latter 
are still pioneers due to the nature of the 
interventions and attract growing international 
interest among professionals in rehabilitation. 
The fundamental aim addressed at the 
conference was how to improve methodology 
in the management of historic centres in Latin 
America by reflecting on interventions carried 
out and evaluating their long-term results. 
Evaluation of the experiences carried out in 
recent years and analysis of differing urban 
and social policies produced a very productive 
debate about the guidelines that should be 
adopted in the future. The situation in Latin 
America is evidently not so homogenous as to 
allow unification of criteria in policies for action, 
as the complexity of political, economic and 
social diversity has created extremely different 
realities. Regrettably, in the words of Alberto 
Samudio, throughout much of the continent, 
poverty hits various sectors and has produced 
a situation that is difficult to classify, within 
which the degradation of housing and public 
space is one of the most obvious reflections. 
It is in the management of this public space 
that citizen participation plays a determinant, 
binding role which also facilitates subsequent 
maintenance and allows residents to identify 
with the territory.
In her presentation of RehabiMed’s pilot 
operations, Montserrat Villaverde stressed 
how the correct application of the Method is 
a positive contribution to both heritage and 
residents, since it optimizes resources which 
then serve to improve living and working 
conditions and the quality of public space, 
providing access to services and quality public 
facilities. The physical, social and economic 
aspects of the pilot operations, the core themes 
of the conference, were analysed and presented, 
with the emphasis on active citizen participation 
both at the project phase and in the subsequent 
management of maintenance.  

RehabiMed organizes 
a symposium about 
the revitalization 
of the historic centre 
of Oran

On 19, 20 and 21 October 2008, Oran City 
Hall hosted the International Symposium on 
Rehabilitation and Urban Revitalization, promoted 
by the Agencia Española de Cooperación 
Internacional para el Desarrollo (AECID), the 
Office de Gestion et Exploitation de Biens 
culturels protégés (OGEB) and RehabiMed. With 
some 300 people in attendance, the symposium 
managed to bring together all the bodies 
involved in the rehabilitation of the district of 
Sidi el Houari, such as the Ministry of Culture, 
the Wilaya of Oran, the APC, the university, and 
representatives of associations and civil society.
The aim of the symposium was to table a 
debate about the rehabilitation of the historic 
centre of Oran, which currently presents a state 
of major degradation of its buildings and urban 
and social fabric. The debate revealed both the 
heritage value of this district and the concerns 
of its residents and government projects. Their 

contributions produced the necessary synergies 
between the various agents to promote the 
sustainable, economic, social, cultural and 
environmental rehabilitation of the heart of 
the city.
The symposium, attended by participants from 
all over Algeria, began with an international 
look at the theme by Mounir Bouchenaki, 
Director General of ICCROM, and Brigitte Colin 
of the UNESCO. It also included a presentation 
of the RehabiMed Method, the AECID’s view 
of heritage and development, and the specific 
experiences of Barcelona and Aleppo, that could 
suggest models for Oran. Day two centred on 
an exploration of the everyday reality of Oran, 
from the viewpoint of the institutions and 
presented the results of nine months of the 
technical assistance of the AECID, by Spanish 
architect Javier Galván. The debates on heritage, 
socio-cultural and economic themes received 
many contributions and produced some 
valuable conclusions for the future of Sidi el 
Houari, such as the drafting of a Maintenance 
Plan to provide protection and bring together 
residents’ concerns. Finally, attendants visited 
the district to discover its potential and its state 
of conservation at first hand. 

“Living in the 
Mediterranean” in 
Oran (Algeria) and La 
Garriga (Catalonia)

Throughout September and October 2008, 
the travelling exhibition “Living in the 
Mediterranean” ran in the gallery of the great 
Zabana Museum in Oran, Algeria, and also 
formed part of the programme accompanying 
the symposium on rehabilitation and urban 
revitalization organized in the city by RehabiMed 
from 19 to 21 October 2008. 
Continuing its long tour, the exhibition reopened 
on 29 November in the municipal gallery of La 
Garriga. The Council’s Department of Culture 
complemented the exhibition contents with 
a series of parallel events. On the day of the 
opening, Xavier Casanovas gave a talk entitled 
“Traditional Architecture in the Mediterranean 
and Catalonia”, including an outline of the 
inherent values of this kind of architecture and its 
present-day situation, between disparagement 
and monumentalization. The interventions 
carried out by the CAATB with its CORPUS and 
RehabiMed projects also served to illustrate the 

News
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presentation. The talk was followed by a guided 
visit to the exhibition, presided over by the Mayor 
of La Garriga, Neus Bulbena. In the framework 
of the exhibition, Ramon Ripio presented the 
collection “Arquitectura Tradicional”, which has 
published two interesting monographs: one 
about the masia, the typical Catalan farmstead, 
and another about rural dwellings. The cycle of 
talks closed with the presentation of the book 
El mas del Montseny, a publication that takes a 
social and anthropological look at the masia.

RehabiMed backs the 
European Parliament

On 26 November 2008, a symposium on 
Urban Design and the City of the Future was 
held in Milan. The event was organized by the 
Fondazione Èuropa—Osservatorio sulle politiche 
d’ell’Unione and was held at the headquarters 
of the Umanitaria society, a former convent 
complex that has been turned into a very active 
centre for the arts and political action in the city 
of de Milan. The objective of the meeting was 
to table a debate about the development of the 
city of the future, with the aim of pinpointing key 
ideas to propose to the European Parliament for 
legislative initiatives. The event was promoted 
and coordinated by the Honourable MEP 
Cristiana Muscardini and her team.
In the framework of the presentation of recent 
experiences in the transformation of the city 
of Paris, Cairo and Milan (historic centre and 
social housing), Xavier Casanovas presented 
RehabiMed and its Method, drafted as a tool 
for rehabilitation and urban revitalization, and 
outlined the experiences carried out in Cyprus, 
Egypt, Tunisia and Morocco. This was followed 
by a lively debate centring on two core 
themes: the role of historic centres in cities of 
the future and the importance of rehabilitation 
in social housing.

The participants quickly agreed about the 
future of European cities and the need to focus 
efforts on the built city and the rehabilitation of 
existing buildings for greater energy efficiency, 
increased social cohesion within districts and 
improved quality of life for their residents in 
keeping with parameters of environmental, 
economic and social sustainability. This calls for 
housing policies that are far more committed 
than have existed to date, preventing the 
creation of ghettos and pockets of marginalized 
residents who cannot afford a decent home in 
an excessively liberalized market. Evidently, all 
of these statements have to be nuanced and 
need to adapt to differing realities and specific 
places. As regards countries in the south 
and east of the Mediterranean, it was also 
considered necessary to address government 
objectives, currently aimed at unsustainable 
development. It is important to strike a balance 
between new building and the maintenance 
and rehabilitation of existing constructions, 
before it is too late.
The debate was particularly valuable due to the 
prestige of the participants, including members 
of parliament from various EU countries and 
the Minister for the Environment of Albania. 
The debate and the papers presented are soon 
to be published and the conclusions presented 
to the Parliamentary Commission by Cristina 
Muscardini. 

Announcing the 
2nd International 
Digital Photography 
Competition 

Coinciding with the creation of the Union for 
the Mediterranean (UpM) and the naming of 
Barcelona as the seat of its permanent secretariat, 
we are pleased to announce the 2nd International 

Digital Photography Competition “Different 
Viewpoints: TRADITIONAL MEDITERRANEAN 
ARCHITECTURE”. RehabiMed’s aim with 
this competition is to construct a territory of 
interrelation in which social cohesion is the 
central objective.
Once again, the theme is traditional architecture 
in use today, its transformation and the people 
who turn this possibility into a reality. The 
subjective eye behind the camera offers differing 
viewpoints of everyday relations with traditional 
spaces and the mutilation, the contrasts and 
what still survives—in short, the context of the 
traditional setting.
The Organizing Committee is made up of 
members of RehabiMed and will be responsible 
for appointing the Competition Jury.
www.rehabimed.net 
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If any architect can consider himself an 
expert, in the broadest sense of the word, in 
architectural restoration, it must be Antoni 
González Moreno-Navarro. He qualified 
as an architect at the Barcelona school of 
Architecture in 1970 and since 1981 has 
directed the Monuments Service of the 
Diputació de Barcelona, the oldest and most 
prestigious in Spain, carrying out over 100 
monument restoration projects. In the course 
of his career he has given countless lectures, 
published over 400 specialist articles and 
a dozen books on architecture, history and 
monument restoration. He has received 
many awards for his work, including the FAD 
Restoration Prize for the Mercè Pavilion of the 
Hospital de Sant Pau in Barcelona in 1980 and 
the AR&PA Restoration Prize for his career 
since 2000.
He current works as Commissioner for the 
Promotion of Local Architectural Heritage at the 
Department of the Presidency of the Diputació 
de Barcelona. 

Are the values of traditional architecture 
comparable to those of monumental 
architecture?

A monumental object is defined by three types 
of values: historic, architectural and significant. 
Of course, many objects or sites that we regard 
as traditional architecture share these values. If 
we lose our fear of the term monument (all too 
often associated with architecture on the grand 
scale or with vast historic merit), we see that 
many objects in traditional architecture are in 
fact monuments.

Today, is traditional architecture a heritage 
object that needs to be preserved? 

Precisely because they are monuments, many 
elements or sites of traditional architecture 
deserve to be conserved and passed on to 
future generations. This much is true, but the 
act of conservation is very often complex. 
The vast majority of the architecture that we 
consider traditional is closely related to systems 
of production or standards of habitability that 
are now obsolete or outmoded, and reuse is 
not always possible or compatible with suitable 
conservation.

Can the Method based on La Restauración 
Objetiva (Objective restoration) also be applied 
to the restoration of traditional architecture?
 
Yes. The working method we systematically 
use at the Monuments Service of the Diputació 
de Barcelona is universal, since rather than 
outlining definitive criteria it offers mechanisms 
of knowledge, analysis, interdisciplinary dialogue 
and design that are useful in restoring any kind 
of monument.

Do you think that the rehabilitation or 
restoration of traditional architecture helps to 
promote knowledge of our history and culture?

Traditional architecture is both history and 
culture; its conservation, whenever possible, 
and, in all cases, its study and dissemination, are 
vital to understanding our present by finding out 
about our past (that is, provided history is, as we 
fortunately see it today, something more than a 
mass of dates and facts). 

In recent years, there has been a growing 
interest in traditional architecture. Do you 
think that this new interest has redounded to 
a sufficient level of intervention in traditional 
heritage? 

Experience tells me that the act of assessing 
whether or not an intervention is sufficient is so 
subjective that it is very difficult to establish the 
parameters on which to judge. Then, of course, the 
disproportion (particularly for stone-lovers such as 
ourselves) between the knowledge of and interest 
in an object and the conservation work applied to 
it affects all types of heritage object. I’m sure that 
most lovers of traditional architecture in particular 
would regard the level of conservation as being 
insufficient. But then, the same could be said of 
cathedrals and castles.  

Interview
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Antoni González 
Moreno-Navarro

“Precisely because 	
they are monuments, 
many elements or sites 	
of traditional architecture 
deserve to be conserved.”

“Traditional architecture 	
is both history and 
culture.”
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Reflections
In favour of integrated rehabilitation
In a context of rapid changes and urban planning that is neither sustainable 
nor respectful of its environment, amid calls for urban planning policies to 
start reducing conflicts between humankind and nature, for increased quality 
of life, the defence of the basic values of community life, the recovery of the 
existing territory and recognition of cultural diversity, traditional housing in 
its broadest sense has a great deal to offer.
Today, the concept of rehabilitation has to embrace a broad range 
of interventions that aim to salvage and update former or damaged 
functions, in this instance, the act of habitation. In keeping with present-
day concerns, rehabilitating means improving this function by striking a 
balance between technical aspects, the preservation of heritage values and 
the three mainstays of sustainability: social equity, economic efficiency and 
preservation of the environment.

The rehabilitation of traditional architecture has to take on this threefold 
challenge as part of a process of revitalization and regeneration of the 
territory in which it is set. To do so, it must act not only in the field of urban 
design, which exclusively addresses the physical context, but also as part of 
an integrated intervention that affects both the physical environment and 
the people who live there, and the cultural, social and economic activities 
that define it.
The challenge facing rehabilitation is to redefine the traditional space 
by applying a broad-based range of diverse but complementary policies 
that promote its sustainable development: concrete policies that help to 
transform existing territories into residential spaces that are functionally 
diverse, environmentally efficient, well-knit socially and economically 
viable. The only real guarantee of the long-term success of rehabilitation 
is to recruit the participation and the consensus of the various agents 
who live there.

The Museu Nacional do Azulejo has in its permanent collection a panel of 
azulejos of great historic, cultural and artistic value, showing the city of 
Lisbon before it was destroyed by the earthquake of 1755. This “View of 
Lisbon” shows painted monuments (churches, convents, palaces), public 
buildings (the Alfándega, or Customs House, the Casa da India, the Arsenal) 
and public spaces related with social and economic life (Terreiro do Paço, 

Terreiro do Trigo, the market of La Ribera and Chafariz del Rei, or King’s 
Fountain). The panel also shows small figures and a scattering of ships 
anchored in the river Tajo, all serving to characterize everyday life in 18th-
century Lisbon. 

(Text by Maria do Rosario Carvalho. Museo Nacional do Azulejo)

“Terreiro do Paço”, a section of the panel of azulejos “Grande Ponorama de Lisboa antes do Terremoto”. Circa 1700. Museu Nacional 
do Azulejo of Lisbon, Portugal. Photograph by José Pessoa and Carlos Monteiro, DDF-/IMC, I.P.

Graphic testimony



Conservation of built heritage
The second course organized by ICCROM about 
the Conservation of Rome’s Built Heritage will 
take place in this Italian city from 2 March to 30 
April 2009. The professionals taking part in the 
course will study three areas in which they will 
gain qualifications and knowledge in the field of 
heritage conservation by means of new theory-
based and practical activities.
h t tp : / /www. i c c rom.o rg / f ra /01 t ra in_ f r /
announce_fr/2009_03BuiltHeritage_fr.shtml

MEDITERRA 2009
The 1st Earthen Architecture Conference will 
take place from 13 to 16 March 2009, organized 
by the University of Cagliari, the Gallaecia 
School and the Research Centre of CRAterre 
Internacional-ENSAG. MEDITERRA 2009 has a 
clear objective: to discuss and assess the state 
of this Mediterranean architectural legacy with 
a view to according it the attention and care 
needed to combat its degradation. For more 
information:
http://people.unica.it/mediterra/  

Colour in Islamic Architecture
From 2 to 4 November 2009, the city of Cordoba 
(Spain) will host a series of lectures that explore 
the peculiarities of colour in Islamic architecture. 
The organizers are Sheila S. Blair and Jonathan 
M. Bloom, Professors of Islamic Art and holders 

of the Hamad Bin Khalifa Endowed Chair of 
Islamic Art, and Norma Jean Calderwood, 
Professor of Islamic and Asian Art at Boston 
College. For more information:
www.islamicartdoha.org

SMAIII
The M’Hamed Bougarra University in 
Boumerdès will be holding the third Symposium 
Maghrébin sur les Argiles (SMAIII) from 23 
to 25 November 2009 in Algeria. This event 
is an exceptional opportunity for members of 
scientific, industrial and artisan communities to 
exchange experiences. The university will offer 
exhibitors a space to present their products, with 
the aim of encouraging interchange between 
researchers and manufacturers.
http://smaiii2009.umbb.dz/index1.htm 

Publication news
Rehabilitation in Housing 
Antonio Jiménez Crespo and Conchi Monzones 
Pozo
Editorial Pénsil, no. 6. 2008
ISBN- 84-935145-6-X
Language: English
334 pages
Price: 99.00 euros

This technical publication analyses a selection 
of works situated mostly in Spain and Portugal. 
The thread is intervention in built heritage, but 
the context in which it is set, the programme 
of uses and the aims of the project mean that 
each of the works is given an individual analysis 
that highlights its singularity. It is aimed at 
both students interested in rehabilitation and 
professionals who wish to study the practical 
interventions. For more information:
www.eyrolles.com 

WEB
International workshops 
www.apare-gec.org 

APARE and GEC are two associations that 
promote international heritage workshops. 
APARE (Association pour la Participation et 
Action Régionale) is recognised by the European 
Commission as the promoter of youth education, 
and encourages and organizes all kinds of 
activities and workshops at regional, European 
and Mediterranean level. GEG (Groupement 
Européen des Campus) encourages international 
cooperation in the Mediterranean by promoting 
the territory and its heritage. This is a very useful 
link for anyone interested in cooperating with 
the Mediterranean territory and finding out 
about its heritage. 
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