
Rehabilitating
Morocco's foundouks

On 21 March, the Moroccan government passed a
project for the progressive rehabilitation of the
foundouks in Marrakech, with investment of 40
million DH. The next day saw the start in Rabat of
study sessions dealing with the social, cultural and
functional problems of the foundouks in the
Medina of Salé, organized by the Ecole Nationale
d'Architecture jointly with other institutions.

Foundouks represent first-rate historic and
architectural heritage in regions associated with
Islamic culture, and their origins date back to the
medieval period. For many centuries, these
buildings reflected the commercial dynamic of
these territories, as they were originally used to
accommodate tradespeople with their
merchandise and pack animals. Some foundouks
housed students and travellers. Historic studies
carried out in various cities in Morocco have
provided more comprehensive knowledge about
types of spaces and their uses, and the
construction techniques employed over the
centuries. A comprehensive inventory was
conducted in Marrakech as a preliminary to the
rehabilitation project.

The sessions held in Salé centred on the serious
situation facing these buildings in the Medina and
highlighted the urgent need for preliminary studies
in order to carry out overall rehabilitation work.
Participants also discussed the serious social
problems caused by the state of deterioration of
these buildings and proposed that the future project
should incorporate sociological and economic
studies, stressing the dreadful conditions in which

present-day occupants of the foundouks live. Just as
important was the debate about the need for
thorough diagnoses with a view to incorporating
the necessary technical solutions.The foundouks are
subject to the state of gradual degradation facing
the entire Medina, where domestic space is
continually being divided up, leading to insalubrity
and unsustainable living conditions.

Cooperation 
to reconstruct Aita
Chaab, Lebanon

Professionals and students are still needed to
collaborate on the inventory, diagnosis and
reconstruction of traditional heritage in the
village of Aita Chaab, hit by bombing. Since the
first emergency call for help after the meeting in
November 2006 of the agents involved,
SAMIDOUN's team of volunteers has been
coordinating collaboration work.

The meeting in November served to raise
awareness of the need to preserve and rehabilitate
the village's traditional architecture and
reconstruct the most affected parts. On the same
day, a form was presented to more than 25 owners
who requested a diagnosis of their houses for
intervention in the near future. The results provided
precise information about the extent of destruction
of each building, though in order to draw up
individual diagnoses and outline proposals for
specific rehabilitation work, a report will have to
be written for each one, to be accompanied by the
corresponding plans and a study of the necessary
work in order to produce an estimated budget.

SAMIDOUN's team of volunteers is drawing up
an overall budget and still needs the collaboration
of professionals or students to work on the project.
Contact SAMIDOUN at: http://samidoun.org/

The Mediterranean 
seen by photographers:
past and present

The authors of the photographs on show in this
travelling exhibition transmit familiar views of the
Mediterranean territory as seen through the lens.
135 old black and white photographs and 70
contemporary colour photos present the proximity
and similarities between cities and their peoples
on opposite shores of the Mediterranean,
revealing to us the passing of time and the
differences that the last century has seen in the
development of the whole region-one sea but
many and frequently very differing realities. IEMed,
jointly with the Generalitat de Catalunya, has
organized this exhibition, which will run at
Barcelona's Palau Robert until 15 September
2007. More information: www.iemed.org
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RehabiMed holds 
its international
conference: “Traditional
Mediterranean
Architecture.
Present and Future”

From 12 to 15 July, RehabiMed held its
international conference in Barcelona. 500 experts
from more than 30 countries took an active part in
its open debates about the future of traditional
architecture in the Mediterranean, from
multidisciplinary viewpoints. RehabiMed's experts
presented the results of three years of hard work,
alongside the contributions of professionals from
all over the world. With this conference, the
RehabiMed project closed a cycle of work that will
surely continue. Xavier Casanovas, the project
director, referred to RehabiMed by citing Braudel
and highlighting the across-the-board nature and
complexity of the project at all levels: “Like
Braudel's Mediterranean, RehabiMed has been a
thousand things at once: not just one project but a
whole succession. Not a single encounter, but
countless intersecting encounters. Not one debate,
but a multiple, prolific, enthusiastic debate”.

In his opening address, Sami Naïr referred to
the political, social, economic and cultural
complexity of the Mediterranean territory. Naïr
presented a series of structural problems in the
face of which we might think we can do little
with our modest rehabilitation work. Yet this is
not the case, and conference participants showed
that rehabilitation affects the very heart of the
problem, improving the quality of life of a large
spectrum of the population and promoting our
shared cultural identity. The physical, social,

economic and environmental problems that
affect traditional Mediterranean architecture are
very complex. According to the place and time,
they may vary in intensity, but in every country we
find phenomena that have a direct affect:
demographic pressure; growing poverty; loss of
social and cultural identity; lack of infrastructures
and public facilities; conversion of living fabric
into museums; property speculation,
obsolescence, etc. It is, in short, the great
weakness and the opportunity, the threat and the
strength of our traditional architecture. Its future
depends on the professionals and the politicians
who are now responsible for it and on how we
manage its evolution and transformation.

Towards a new housing policy
In the course of these three years of intensive
work, over 150 international experts have worked
constantly on the project and it has become
apparent that to achieve the challenge that
RehabiMed set itself-to promote rehabilitation
activity as a factor of sustainable development-
rehabilitation has to become an integral part of
the housing policies of the various countries. This
commitment has to form part of a new framework
of governability in which the public sector is based
on private initiative and civil society, and in which
citizen participation plays a vital role.

The papers presented at the conference were
both numerous and of a high standard, coming
from a wide range of backgrounds. Their contents
were very varied, as required by a multidisciplinary
view of rehabilitation. Their greatest asset was
their intimate association with the reality of each
place. Whether proceeding from the university,
government or professional world, all highlighted
the need to strengthen the role of civil society as
the driving force behind change and renovation in
rehabilitation policies. Another aspect to emerge
strongly was the key role of training for
professionals, whether in the technical or the
management sphere, whether artisans or
architects and engineers, with a view to
constituting collectives of specialists in addressing
and managing built heritage.

RehabiMed: an international reference
with a future  
Since it began, RehabiMed has been a project with
precise objectives and clearly defined actions.
These actions are almost complete, and
RehabiMed will come to an end in the next few
months, but its objectives can only be achieved in
the mid- and long-term. RehabiMed is now an
international referent for many politicians and
professionals, and constitutes an extremely
valuable body of knowledge and experience, and a
network of experts that is unique in the
Mediterranean and in the world.

Many attendants at the conference called for
these actions to be continued, particularly since a
consolidated structure with management capacity is
now in place. Many have expressed their
commitment to ensuring that RehabiMed continues
its mission of spreading the rehabilitation message
throughout the Mediterranean. In response to these
calls, the RehabiMed Association has been set up to
capitalize on the efforts and team building of the
last three years. In this way, RehabiMed as a project
is at an end, but it lives on as an idea and a
commitment that unites everyone who is interested.
The aim is to coordinate the thousands of initiatives
presented at the conference and to provide a
meeting point and a resource centre to collect and
publicize the information and bring experts together
to launch new rehabilitation projects.

The RehabiMed Association takes an open,
imaginative approach to developing in a new
framework of governance that brings together
administrations, universities, companies,
professionals and everyone interested in
rehabilitation as a factor for improving the living
conditions of a broad cross-section of the
population and preserving architectural and urban
heritage. Xavier Casanovas emphasized this point
at the close of the conference: “The RehabiMed
Association ensures that RehabiMed will continue
in the form of local, regional and bilateral projects,
demonstrating the huge capacity of an alliance
that has emerged from civil society, where conflicts
that seem to be irresolvable by political means are
minimized by our shared daily work, side by side.”

RehabiMed News



Fouad Maazouz 
wins the “Different
Viewpoints” competition  

The young Moroccan photographer Fouad
Maazouz is the winner of the 1st International
Digital Photography Competition organized by
RehabiMed, to which some 240 photographs
were submitted from 20 different countries.
Maazouz is a well-known photographer who has
shown his work in many Mediterranean
countries, as well as Europe and the USA. An
exhibition of the winning photograph and the
20 runners-up opened on 10 July at the head
office of the CAATB. A space was also dedicated
exclusively to showing works by Maazouz
related to traditional heritage.

Lefkara holds
awareness-raising
events  

The school in Lefkara, jointly with the Department of
Antiquities of Cyprus, a RehabiMed collaborating
body, has organized various activities to raise public
awareness of traditional heritage, focusing on the
value of rehabilitating the urban landscape.

The street and the schemes carried out as part
of Lefkara's pilot operation provided the ideal
framework for these activities, comprising
interviews that the children conducted with the
elderly people of the village and drawings of
the details of the rehabilitated street that
most caught their attention. The children
collected the stories of the older residents, acting
as little ethnographers and systematizing the
information they received in the first person.
What were the houses like 50 years ago? Was
colour used to differentiate parts of the village?
What were the doors of their houses like? Did
they used to sit in the street on summer
evenings? Who was responsible for cleaning the
public area in front of each house? What sort of
lighting did they have?

This activity also included drawing, encouraging
the children to patiently observe a given part of the
street; it could be a door, a lamppost, a rendering
or a construction technique. The project raised
reflections on the way children perceive things and
the need to include the appropriate means to value
traditional heritage in teaching programmes.

The children 
of Marrakech 
draw their heritage  

On 10 June, an awareness-raising day for children
with the aim of familiarizing upcoming
generations with traditional heritage and
rehabilitation work was carried out in a house in
the Mellah district. One of the activities organized
was a painting competition during which the
children drew and painted the changes they had
seen since rehabilitation. For the organizers and
parents, the biggest change was the possibility of
organizing the activity in the inner courtyard of the
house, with the peace of mind represented by
being in a safe place, with no danger of a roof tile
falling or a floor collapsing. For the children, this
grey, abandoned space has become a space full of
life and, most importantly, colour.

Altogether, 20 children aged between 5 and
12 painted various details of the courtyard of the
house. The activity was more of a party than a
painting competition, and the children decided
to paint things-and themselves-making full use
of colour rather than limiting themselves to an
objective look at heritage. The blue balustrades
became orange, yellow or green, and the white
walls were painted in every hue. This is an
interesting way of seeing, more in keeping with
feelings and moods than a desire to capture
physical reality. For the first time, they saw that
their home could also be a little paradise, a place
of safety, comfort and beauty. The comments
made by parents and local residents who
dropped in throughout the activity were more
eloquent. They continually referred to the peace

of mind given by having a clean, private space
that was also safe. They stressed the “new”
beauty of a building that had always seemed to
them to be old and dilapidated, with no values
worth mentioning, much less preserving.

RehabiMed 
at Construmat 2007   

On 16 May, Xavier Casanovas presented the
objectives and results of the RehabiMed project to
a forum of 30 participants at the International
Construction Fair, held annually in Barcelona. The
attendants, mostly associated with the
construction sector, were particularly interested in
the Method as a working tool and its
implementation in the various pilot operations.

RehabiMed 
in the media 

On its programme Bleu Bazar, the TV channel
TV5MONDE broadcast a report in Kairouan in
which Mahmoud Ismail, a RehabiMed member,
explained the project and its interventions in the
city. The Catalan channel, TV3, also reported the
RehabiMed conference and, via its special
correspondent in Morocco, devoted a slot to the
pilot operation carried out by RehabiMed in
Marrakech with interviews of various of the people
who live in the houses undergoing rehabilitation.
Other national channels covered the conference,
interviewing Xavier Casanovas, Director of
RehabiMed, and Sami Naïr, sociologist, who gave
the opening address.

RehabiMed News

3



In memory of Gilles Nourissier (1953-2007)

When you walk a path in good company, with enthusiasm and passion,
fighting for shared objectives, it strengthens the bonds that tie you to others
who share the same desire to achieve utopias. On the way, you weave nets
of friendship and complicity that go beyond the purely professional. Gilles
and I shared exhausting journeys, long working nights and the uphill task of
instilling sensibility to heritage and social commitment in institutions. To
these, he brought his firm, tenacious, intelligent will, combined with
unalloyed passion. But it is his capacity for reflection and the pleasure of a
conversation in the shade of a Mediterranean porch that I shall most miss
when facing new challenges.

I met Gilles 20 years ago in Nice, at an international workshop on urban
rehabilitation. I was impressed by the passion and confidence with which he
presented the objectives of the young Ecole d'Avignon. He was convinced of
the need to respond to the emerging rehabilitation market, which called for
“the recuperation of ancestral trades that have been almost forgotten and
erased by modern technology”, he said. The enthusiasm with which he spoke
about his Ecole was proof of his belief in a future in which rehabilitation would
play a role in the appreciation of traditional trades.

Shortly afterwards, we met in Paris at the UNESCO, at a conference on
Young People and Architectural Heritage. I was presenting our incipient
international experience and Gilles a series of concepts for addressing
rehabilitation and international interventions. From then on, we met frequently
in Barcelona and in Avignon, and as we got to know each other we developed
germs of ideas which, over the years, became shared projects. Various joint
missions as international experts gradually consolidated an impression we had
suspected from the start: we had joint objectives and sufficient energy to make
them reality.

Traditional architecture and its rehabilitation was a favourite theme of many
of our talks. Gilles always supported the need to integrate this form of
architecture into the 21st century, for both its quality and its potential as a
majority form in Mediterranean cities and the territory as a whole. Gilles was
an indefatigable champion of rehabilitation that respects traditional
architecture. For him, this “unofficial” architecture without architects may have
been undervalued, but it was noble in nature due to the quality of the artisans
who made it possible on limited means, evolving gradually to adapt to the
emerging needs of the times, but also a great unknown quantity. Today,
rehabilitation and revitalization are the basic tools, which is why the Ecole
d'Avignon has taken the path of training artisans in France and around the
world-artisans, he would say, who were “trained in the contemporary world,
with modern business acumen and specializing in traditional trades”.

With this baggage of mutual understanding, almost 10 years ago we threw
ourselves into the fray with the CORPUS project, with the all-embracing idea

of finding out everything about traditional Mediterranean architecture. This
was followed by CORPUS Levant, of more practical application, which clearly
paved the way for what is now RehabiMed. These were five years or more of
living every day with traditional Mediterranean architecture, meeting first-rate
professionals and gradually forming a team, familiarizing ourselves with a raw
territory, with its peoples, its cultures and the humanity that you feel when you
sit in a riwaq, an iliakos, an iwan, a loggia or on a terrace in a remote village
by the sea or in the mountains. But there were also moments of tension,
political and social fracas-difficulties, in short, on the way to recovering a
traditional form of architecture that is very rich but also very fragile and in
danger of disappearance.

A few days before his death, Gilles continued to transmit the energy and
lucidity that characterized him. Despite his awareness of his situation, he
had new ideas and was planning another meeting, once he was over his
illness. But like the Mediterranean, the sea and the territory that join us and
bring us together in this project, there are gentle swells and aggressive
waves. It was one of the latter that took from us our dear friend Gilles, our
good companion, last 6 May. His friends will miss him-and so will traditional
heritage.

Xavier Casanovas Boixereu
Director of RehabiMed 

I have glowing memories of Gilles Nourissier and his first steps in the
European network of heritage trades. The initiative of the Council of Europe
in the 1990s was to encourage a joint European approach to training and
the creation of new programmes, taking into account the example of old
constructions. That pioneering task was extended by the exciting experience
of the European Foundation of Heritage Craft Trades to which Gilles brought
his dynamism and talent. Together we developed the SALAMBO project and
worked on many others in the context of EUROMED HERITAGE. Gilles
contributed a great deal to this process, demonstrating his imagination and
power of seduction, and his ability to pass on the message of the mechanics
of training with clarity, conviction and a real sense of method. He is the kind
of person that you never forget.

Daniel Thérond
Council of Europe
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Our friend Gilles Nourissier, who recently left us so suddenly, is still present and
lives on in our memories. At ICCROM, it is as though we can still hear his
laughter in the meeting room. Personally, I cannot forget all the work he
contributed to the cultural heritage of so many countries around the
Mediterranean.

This veritable cultural monument has left the mark of mastermind and
trainer on many projects both at the UNESCO and at ICCROM and ICOMOS,
where he was always considered a true expert.

Mounir Bouchenaki
Director General, ICCROM

His deep-seated passion for the fragile body of knowledge expressed in heritage
and its conservation won Gilles Nourissier the friendship and productive
collaboration of people from all walks of life. His commitment prompted his choice
as part of the executive committee of ICOMOS. His unfeigned interest in
encouraging the talent of our members led him, at ICOMOS, to create new tools
that convinced even the most sceptical. And, by leaving us, Gilles presented us
with the challenge of cultivating the seeds that he sowed. Now, his colleagues and
friends are his accomplices in achieving that end. Thank you.

Dinu Bumbaru
Secretary General, ICOMOS

Gilles Nourissier was one of those people you feel you've known before. As of our
very first meeting, I felt an absolute complicity with him, a certainty that we
understood each other with no need for explanations and that we shared a mutual
trust. This is how the far-off and marvellous project to safeguard the city of Luang
Prabang brought us together with Isabelle Longuet of the DAPA and Minja Yang
of the UNESCO, and how our professional relationship became fraternal.

Yves Dauge
Senator of Indre-et-Loire
Special Advisor to the Assistant Director 
for Culture of the UNESCO

How can one not be affected by the departure of such a strong, active man, as
full of ideas and lust for life as Gilles? 

In November 2005, Gilles Nourissier visited Cyprus to teach at the seminar
on Rehabilitation and Urban Landscape. I saw him walk through the narrow
streets of the old town of Nicosia, examining the façades with his careful gaze,
making comments on the architecture that reflected his great knowledge,
asking questions with the eagerness of a curious spirit. We knew that he was
savouring the process of getting to know a country he was visiting for the first
time and the opportunity of broadening his experience in a field that he loved.
Gilles Nourissier was a man who knew how to live.

Evi Fiouri
Department of Antiquities of Cyprus

Gilles was one of the people who in the late 1990s inspired the creation of the
Centre for Heritage Craft Trades of Paix-Dieu, the structure of its practical

placement programme and the principles of its implementation, with the help
of artisans that he had chosen. He was a model of dynamism and initiative,
and also knew how to appreciate life. Each of our working lunches in Amay or
Avignon, never without a good wine, was a valuable experience for me during
those eight years, and always a pleasant meeting. At what was, sadly, to be our
last discussion, in April at the hospital, he was still enthusiastically exploring
paths of collaboration between our respective associations. The work will
continue without him, but he will always be present at Paix-Dieu.

Freddy Joris
Director of the Institute of Walloon Heritage

As a construction architect in the Tarn et Garonne region, and later in the
Haute-Garonne in the 1980s, at the École d'Avignon I organized five or six
training courses on the restoration of buildings by artisans, companies and
architects. I also took part in a mission in Singapore to create a school
workshop. More recently, in 2003 and 2004, I worked with Gilles Nourissier on
a study for the World Bank about heritage formations in Tunisia. These
experiences gave me the opportunity to get to know and appreciate Gilles'
great culture, professionalism and human qualities.

Mireille Grubert
Chief architect and urbanist
Director of the École de Chaillot

In Gilles I discovered the passion of working for heritage. The Corpus Levant
project and his activities at ICOMOS highlighted his professional qualities and
unfailing commitment. He was a person who, with his quick mind and friendly
nature, made a deep impression on everything around him. His sudden
decease has touched me deeply; sadly, his soul has departed, but we still have
his memory. I will always remember him.

Maan Chibli
Mayor of Aleppo

We were all set to embark on a mission to Africa. A few days before our
departure, he dropped out. I thought something more important must have
come up. On my return from Africa, I found out that that something “more
important” was in fact “more serious”, struck by a word that many hesitated
to speak. A few weeks later, tired, affected, he reappeared: he had had a
difficult month, and difficult days lay ahead, but there was still a future. Later
still, shortly after this reappearance, a suspicious silence fell, messages went
unanswered. Then someone rang, one of those calls when, even before a word
is spoken, you know what has happened. I remembered the last time we saw
each other, when we concluded a meeting with the necessary conclusions,
when we spoke our last words to each other, when we said goodbye without
imagining that, incredibly, a normal, everyday door would close for the last
time. These were followed by more shared memories of trips, of work, of
conversations, like the fragile remains of something that, senselessly, can no
longer be.

Michel Polge
Chief architect and urbanist
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Wrought iron Bars Lock Hinge

To promote maintenance-a periodic
technical inspection?
The lintel over the front door of a house in Santa Pau (Spain) reads, in Catalan, “I
would keep you, since I made you with my own work. 1761”. This motto framing
a cross reminds us of man's intimate relation with his home in the pre-industrial
world. Bound up with the family's efforts, the house passed into the hands of each
generation as part of the most important heritage, along with the land or the
family business. The house was, then, cared for with what we might call “filial
love”, according to the needs and the economic possibilities of the time.

If the society now living in traditional architecture has been transformed first
by industrialization and then by globalization and the values of the community,
the family and family heritage have been transmuted, it also follows that its
relation with the house has changed. Today, the house is a consumer item, a
piece of goods that has come free of the ties of tradition. In the wake of the
pressure of migration, we have seen entire villages disappear from the
Pyrenees and Andalusia in the 1960s and from the High Atlas in the 1990s,
Europe's old towns inhabited by families from far away and dwellings in the
old medinas in the Maghreb rented to families who have emigrated from the
nearby mountains.

It should come as no surprise, then, that traditional Mediterranean
architecture is now in a dire state of conservation. With the rupture in the
house-owner relation and the structural weakening of the family economy that
has other priorities, how can we reactivate conservation of this heritage? We
are well aware that the free market is not going to solve anything and are left
with the hope that government agencies (state, regional, municipal, etc.) can
be reinforced to take action in the two areas that RehabiMed has promoted
throughout the three years of its project: heritage protection and improved
living conditions.

It is true that municipalities control conditions of habitability of dwellings by
means of building permits and also issue certificates of state of ruin. But it is
evident that between the construction of new buildings and the demolition of
those in a ruinous state there is a third way, which is rehabilitation and
maintenance. And in order to undertake a maintenance policy, it is necessary
to know, by means of a systematic inspection carried out by an architect or
engineer, the state of conservation of dwellings (structural safety, hygiene,
safety of the installations, etc.). Some places in the Mediterranean are taking
this one step further. This involves carrying out an inventory of this kind
periodically (rather like the roadworthiness test to which vehicles are
submitted) to promote the maintenance of these buildings. In this way, the
architect/engineer becomes an advisor, a kind of “family doctor” who plans the
priorities of conservation. But let us not delude ourselves-the lack of
conservation is also a reflection of the lack of economic resources; there will
only be any point in this kind of periodic technical inspection if it is
accompanied by sufficient economic backing and sensitization campaigns.

Reflections

RehabiMed Vocabulary 
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Arabic

Catalan

French

Greek

Hebrew

Italian

Ferro forjat

Fer forgé

Ferro battuto

Reixa

Grille

Griglia o Grata

Pany

Serrure

Serratura

Frontissa

Charnière

Cardine o Cerniera

Spanish Hierro Forjado Reja Cerradura Bisagra

Turkish



El Pueblo Español. Barcelona World Fair, MCMXXIX

The Poble Espanyol (Spanish Village) was built in 1929 for the World Fair. In a surface area of 49,000 m2, it reproduces Spain's most
characteristic architectural typologies. A total of 117 façades of buildings, grouped by regions, were reproduced to scale, thanks to
their architects' comprehensive knowledge. Francesc Folguera, Ramón Reventós, Miquel Utrillo and Xavier Nogués toured the
country, selecting and documenting its most representative architecture.

It was one of the Fair's most successful attractions and though it was to have been demolished, it was spared thanks to its great
popularity. Today, the Poble Espanyol houses traditional workshops and trades, and still represents an ahistorical urban space of
great quality on a human scale.
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Intangible Heritage

On 30 November 2007, the Institut National du
Patrimoine and the Direction de l'Architecture et du
Patrimoine are organizing a colloquium in Paris on
European Intangible Heritage, entitled “Le patrimoine
immatériel de l'Europe: inventer son inventaire”. The
event will address the theme of intangible heritage,
including a wide range of cultural manifestations such as
rituals, customs and song, but also traditional trades and
know-how. It seeks to emphasize the value of this
traditional heritage and the necessary involvement of
communities in preserving it. More information:
www.inp.fr and info@thebestinheritage.com

The Transformation of Traditional
Landscapes

This year's annual CIAV conference, which will take place
in Banaue (Philippines), from 2 to 8 December 2007,
focuses on the preservation of traditional landscapes. The
aim is to analyse the transformation and disappearance
of traditional landscapes as a result of cultural, social and
economic development, city growth and the tourism
phenomenon. The conference aims to establish a forum
for dialogue to present possible conservation measures.
More information:
www.icomosthai.org/i-news/CIAV2007.htm

Traditional architecture in Africa

INTBAU Nigeria is organizing a conference about
traditional architecture with the title “Housing rural
communities and the urban poor”, to take place in Kano
on 26 and 27 February 2008. The conference will analyse
the problem of deteriorating traditional urban and rural
spaces, discuss new ways of conserving traditional
architecture and look at sustainable and economical
forms of developing construction and urban spaces in
Africa. More information:
www.intbau.org/nigeriaconference2008.htm

Traditional architecture in Kurdistan

The University of Kurdistan and INTBAU are organizing
the first international conference about traditional
settlements in the Zagros Mountains, from 30 April to 2
May 2008 in the city of Sanandaj, in Iranian Kurdistan.
The main theme is the social and spatial nature of the
villages in the mountainous Zagros area, where the
Kurdish people lives. The conference is aimed at
professionals, academics and students interested in
studying and recovering traditional settlements. More
information:

www.intbau.org/zagros2008.htm

9th international congress of the CICOP 

The CICOP (International Centre for Heritage
Conservation) is organizing the 9th International
Congress on the Rehabilitation of Architectural Heritage
and Buildings in Seville from 9 to 12 July 2008. It will
bring together experts from all over the world to
exchange knowledge and experiences related to the
conservation and restoration of built heritage, and to
create new tools, methodologies and strategies of
intervention. The sessions will be accompanied by
international seminars and workshops related to Seville's
heritage. More information:
www.cicop.com/congreso_08/index.html

ARUP 2008: Architecture and Urbanism

From 25 to 27 October 2008, Ain Shams University in
Cairo is organizing the conference “Architecture,
Urbanism and Time”, to debate the coexistence of the
historic city and contemporary interventions on the scale
of the building and the urban system. It is aimed at
professionals in various disciplines associated with city
growth and transformation. More information:
www.asufeda.org/arup2008.htm

PUBLICATION NEWS
The RehabiMed Method 
for the Rehabilitation of Traditional
Mediterranean Architecture.

I. Rehabilitation. City and Territory.
II. Rehabilitation. The Building

These two volumes published by RehabiMed present the
complete RehabiMed Method for managing
rehabilitation of the city, the territory and buildings. They
present guidelines for the rehabilitation process and
specific articles written by different professionals that
reflect on the key phases of rehabilitation. The Method
takes a new look at the occupation of space and
knowledge of the territory and architecture, and
incorporates the latest technical innovations in the
process of diagnosis and intervention. The Method aims
to be more than a rehabilitation manual and to be
flexible enough for application to all fields and a wide
range of circumstances.

WEBSITE
On-line architecture magazine 

www.archi-mag.com 
An excellent means of keeping up to date with projects,
rehabilitation work, conferences, competitions and all
the latest news in the sector, in the Maghreb and
internationally. It provides in-depth information about
the major activities being organized and is updated daily,
making it a reference in the field. Of particular interest is
its large body of information about projects conducted in
Tunisia.


