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4:00-4:30
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INTRODUCTION COFFEE

KEYNOTE 1
    Tom Slater 
(Institute of Geography, University of Edinburgh). Planetary Rent Gaps

Respondent: Robert Saliba 
(MUPP/MUD-ArD, American University of Beirut)
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  Dean Makram Suidan 
(Faculty of Engineering and Architecture, American University of Beirut)

  Robert Saliba 
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  Mona Khechen
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9:30-11:00

COFFEE BREAK

LUNCH BREAK

COFFEE BREAK

KEYNOTE 2

PANEL 3. DISPLACEMENT AND RESISTANCE

PANEL 1. THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL 
FRAMING OF GENTRIFICATION IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH

  Andrew Harris 
(University College London Geography, UCL Urban Laboratory).
Postcolonialising the Historical Comparativism of Gentrification

  Ryan Centner  
(Department of Geography and Environment, London School of Economics). 
Spatial Capital and City Fractures: Urban Currencies of Righteousness  

Ebru Soytemel
(Oxford Programme for the Future of Cities, University of Oxford). 
From Gentry to Geographies of Displacement: Conceptual Problems and 
Methodological Difficulties in Gentrification Research in Turkey

  Hisham Ashkar 
(HafenCity Universität-Hamburg). The Normative Dimension behind Fostering 
and Shaping Gentrification: The Case of Lebanon's Law on Rent

  Mona Khechen  
(Neighborhood Initiative, American University of Beirut). The Re-Making of 
Ras Beirut: Gentrification and the Politics of Mobility

  Marieke Krijnen
(Department of Conflict and Development Studies, Ghent University). 
Capital, Culture and Conflict: Gentrification and Urban Change in Beirut

  Bruno Marot 
(School of Urban Planning, McGill University). Governing Post-1990s 
Urban Restructuring in Beirut: When Class Interests Intersect with Sectarian Divisions

11:00-11:30
PANEL 2. GENTRIFICATION IN BEIRUT11:30-1:30

1:30-3:00

3:00-4:30

4:30-5:00
5:00-6:30

Discussant:  Fran Tonkiss 
(Cities Programme, London School of Economics)

  Bahar Sakizlioglu 
(Independent Researcher). Residents' Displacement Experiences in Istanbul

  Özlem Ünsal  
(Independent Researcher). “No Liberty on Your Own”: Grassroots 
Movements and Urban Politics in Istanbul

Mohamed Elshahed
(Forum for Transregional Studies in Berlin, Cairobserver). 
The “Right to Housing” in Cairo: Resisting Gentrification and the “Neglectful State”

Discussant:  Khaled Abdelhalim 
(American University of Cairo)

Discussant:  Omar Abdulaziz Hallaj 
(MUPP/MUD-ArD, American University of Beirut)

(Institute for International Urban Development). 
The Dynamics of Neighborhood Transformation 
Long Term Trends and Immediate Responses to 
Turmoil and Civil Unrest 
Respondent: ERNESTO LOPEZ-MORALES

 

(Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism, Universidad de Chile)

PANEL 4. STATE-LED GENTRIFICATION

   Ernesto Lopez-Morales 
(Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism, Universidad de Chile). 
The Several ‘Gentrifications’ in Latin America

   Tolga Islam 
(Department of Planning, Yildiz Technical University). 
Gentrification and Changing Public Policy in Istanbul

   Yahia Shawkat (10 Tooba).
Insecure Tenure and Policies of Land Commodification: 
The Targeting of Vulnerable Communities in Egypt

Discussant: Mona Harb 
(MUPP/MUD-ArD, American University of Beirut)

COFFEE BREAK

PANEL 5. GENTRIFICATION IN HISTORIC CONTEXTS
   Khaldun Bshara (RIWAQ). 
Shifting Trends: The Impossibility of Gentrification in the Palestine Cities’ Context

   Aziza Chaouni 
(Associate Professor, University of Toronto; Aziza Chaouni Projects). 
A River Runs through It: The Transformations and Tribulations of the 
Fez River and its Rehabilitation Project

   Wael Salah Fahmi 
(Department of Architecture, Helwan University). 
Gentrified Heritage and the Right to Historic Cairo's 
Contested Bazaar and Cities of the Dead

   Ahmed Helmi 
(Ismailia Development & Real Estate Co.).

Discussant: Hana Alamuddin 
(MUPP/MUD-ArD, American University of Beirut)

LUNCH BREAK

PANEL 6. RESPONDING TO THE POTENTIALITIES 
AND LIMITATIONS OF GENTRIFICATION

   Xavier Casanovas 
(Universität Politecnica de Catalunya; REHABIMED). Barcelona, from 
Successful Urban Design to Gentrification

   Eric Huybrechts 
(Institut Français D’Urbanisme, Université Paris-Est). Gentrification 
Mitigations and Gentrification Driven by the Poor

   Serge Yazigi 
(Majal, Académie Libanaise des Beaux-Arts). Strategies to Respond to 
Gentrification. Case Studies:  Mar Mikhael and Zokak el Blat, Beirut

Discussants: Caecilia Pieri
(Urban Observatory, Institut Français du Proche-Orient), 

Habib Debs 
(URBI; ArD, American University of Beirut)

COFFEE BREAK

CLOSING CONVERSATION
   Peter Marcuse
(Faculty of Architecture, Planning and Preservation, Columbia University), 

   Fran Tonkiss (Cities Programme, London School of Economics).

Moderator: Cynthia Myntti 
(Neighborhood Initiative, American University of Beirut)
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Tom Slater
Tom Slater (Ph.D. 2003, King's College London) is Reader in Urban 
Geography at the University of Edinburgh.  His research centers on the 
relations between market processes and state structures in producing 
and reinforcing social inequalities in the city.  He has written extensively 
on gentrification (notably the co-authored books, Gentrification, 2008 
and The Gentrification Reader, 2010), displacement from urban space, 
territorial stigmatization, welfare reform, and social movements.  He is 
currently working on a long term study of the role of right wing think 
tanks in manufacturing ignorance of the causes of urban poverty and 
inequality.  For more information, including many downloadable papers, 
see http://www.geos.ed.ac.uk/homes/tslater

In this paper I recapitulate the origins, structure, and purpose of Neil 
Smith’s rent gap theory, trace the key analytical and political shifts Smith 
effected, and posit some possible extensions of the theory vis-a-vis 
territorial stigmatization and displacement.  In particular I consider rent 
gap theory in the context of the emerging body of work on 'planetary 
urbanization', and argue that the theory helps to expose and confront 
new geographies of structural violence, where the constitutive power of 
speculative landed developer interests in processes of capitalist urbanisa-
tion can be analysed and challenged.  In the context of global financial 
systems and the deregulation of the entire global financial apparatus, we 
are seeing the creation of financial instruments designed to broaden the 
markets of who can bid and by how much, meaning that expectations of 
what can be extracted from legally-enforced rights to land have drastically 
increased.  Rent gaps have thus become much wider, woven into causal 
linkages with processes at wider spatial scales. The challenge for scholar-
ship and activism is to study planetary rent gaps in relation to how global 
financiers, developers, states, and local populations work together to 
produce the conditions for accumulation in a very uneven manner.  
Contrary to contemporary journalistic portraits of white ‘hipsters’ versus 
working class minorities, the class struggle in gentrification is between 
those at risk of displacement and the agents of capital who produce and 
exploit rent gaps. Housing is class struggle over the rights to social 
reproduction – the right to make a life.  This is a class struggle playing 
out within the realm of the circulation of capital in urban land markets, 
between, on the one hand, those living in often desperate housing 
precarity, and on the other, finance capital and all its many tentacles.

Robert Saliba is Professor of Architecture, Urban Design and Planning at 
the American University of Beirut. He has conducted extensive research 
on Beirut's historic formation and postwar reconstruction. He is the 
author of Beyrouth Architectures: Aux Sources de la Modernité 
(Parenthèses, 2009), Beirut City Center Recovery: the Foch-Allenby and 
Etoile Conservation Area (Steidl, 2004), Beirut 1920-1940: Domestic 
Architecture between Tradition and Modernity (The Order of Engineers 
and Architects, 1998), and the editor of the forthcoming book Urban 
Design in the Arab World: Reconceptualizing Boundaries (Ashgate, June 
2015). He is currently researching the paradigmatic changes in urban 
design education and practice in the region with a focus on postwar 
Lebanon. He coordinated the graduate program in Urban Planning and 
Policy and Urban Design at AUB between 2008 and 2011 and was a 
visiting professor in urban design at the Department of Architecture, 
Technical University of Damstadt, Germany, in the spring of 2011. As a 
Chevening scholar at Oxford Brookes University, he conducted postgradu-
ate research on coastal management in the Mediterranean region. He has 
served as a land use consultant with the World Bank and UN-Habitat on 
the state of the environment in Lebanon and previously worked as an 
urban design consultant and a city planning associate at the Community 
Redevelopment Agency in Los Angeles, California.

Dr Andrew Harris is a Lecturer in Geography and Urban Studies at 
University College London, where he convenes the interdisciplinary Urban 
Studies MSc, and is a Co-Director of the UCL Urban Laboratory. His 
research develops critical perspectives on the role of art, creativity and 
culture in recent processes of urban restructuring, and on three-
dimensional geographies of contemporary cities. He has published articles 
in various journals including Urban Studies, Cities, the International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Progress in Human Geography 
and Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers. He is currently 
writing up material from a project exploring geographies of flyover and 
skywalk construction in Mumbai. Working between London and Mumbai, 
he uses comparative frameworks to highlight particularities both between 
and within cities, and to fashion more diverse and cosmopolitan agendas 
of urban research and policy-making.

The term ‘gentrification’ was first coined by the urban sociologist Ruth 
Glass in 1964 to describe the ‘invasion’ of working class quarters in inner 
London by middle-class groups. Glass deliberately drew allusions to the 
‘gentry’ not only to highlight new upwardly-mobile fractions within 
traditional British social hierarchies but because many of the houses that 
had been taken over had first been occupied by the Victorian bourgeoisie 
before their widespread flight from the industrialised inner-city. As the 
term has travelled and mutated from its London origins, new historical 
referents have been adopted and adapted, including around frontier myths 
of the American West and colonial descriptors and metaphors. Many 
gentrification researchers, developing the class-based dynamics of 
Glass’s term, have drawn on particular historical movements and political 
conjectures, such as the ‘revanchism’ of nineteenth century France, ideas 
of ‘neo-Hausmannisation’ and notions of a ‘new urban colonialism’. Yet, 
despite these resonances and allusions, gentrification has rarely been 
explicitly considered through its inherent historical frames of reference, 
especially in investigating urban contexts beyond gentrification’s traditional 
Western ‘heartlands’. There has also been a widespread tendency to 
assume gentrification began with the origin of the term in 1964. This 
presentation will use examples from research on new and old urban 
colonialisms in Mumbai to argue that placing gentrification against similar 
historical processes can help illustrate some of the political dynamics, 
social relations and cultural formations of contemporary urban redevelop-
ment. Not only might this help develop new perspectives on ways of 
resisting the ‘enclosure’ logics of Mumbai’s ‘colonial present’ but poten-
tially offers ways of reframing understandings of earlier forms of urban 
colonialism.

Dr Centner is an urban and development scholar. Before joining LSE he 
was Assistant Professor at Tufts University, near Boston, 2008-2013, 
where he lectured and advised in Sociology, International Relations, 
Urban & Environmental Planning, and Latin American Studies. Dr Centner 
is currently completing a book manuscript about neighbourhood redevelop-
ment amidst IMF-inspired reforms in Buenos Aires, where he completed 
more than two years of ethnographic fieldwork. He has authored several 
articles and is engaged in ongoing projects that investigate urban social 
change, transformation of the built environment, and their connections to 
larger political struggles – from Latin America (especially Argentina and 
Brazil) to the Middle East and Southern Europe (especially Turkey). Dr 
Centner is active in the American Sociological Association and numerous 
scholarly groups related to global urban studies. He was one of the 
co-founders of the Transnational Studies Working Group at Tufts Univer-
sity. He received his PhD in Sociology from Berkeley in 2008. 
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Ebru Soytemel

From Gentry to Geographies of Displacement: 
Conceptual Problems and Methodological Difficulties 
in Gentrification Research in Turkey

Ebru Soytemel is a Research Associate at the Oxford Programme for the 
Future of Cities, at University of Oxford, having completed a PhD in 
Sociology at the University of Manchester in 2011. Her PhD research 
focused on the ways in which urban policies, gentrification and socio-
economic policies impact upon class composition, housing, and patterns 
of belonging of different social classes in Istanbul. She examined the 
tactics and strategies employed by people of different classes regarding 
housing, and low-income groups’ strategies of ‘making ends meet’. Her 
research interests mainly center on: social inequality, cultural class 
analysis, urban theory, social-spatial dislocation, restructuring and rescal-
ing of space, using mixed methods (ethnographic research, multiple 
correspondence analysis and social network analysis). She has published 
research papers on gentrification, neighbourhood belonging, urban 
poverty in Istanbul. Recent publications include: Soytemel, Ebru. (2014). 
“Belonging” in the Gentrified Golden Horn/Halic Neighbourhoods of 
Istanbul. Urban Geography, October 2014-online preview; Soytemel, 
Ebru. (2013) The Power of the Powerless: Neighbourhood based 
Self-help Networks of the Poor in Istanbul. Women's Studies International 
Forum, 41: 76-87.

This paper explores how gentrification theories travel from the global 
North to the global South, with a particular focus on gentrification 
research in Turkey. The search for the gentrifiers dominated the first 
decades of the gentrification research in Turkey. Due to ‘the lack of any 
gentry class’ in Turkey, following the etymological problems of translating 
‘gentrification’ into the Turkish language, some scholars preferred to use 
terms such as ‘nezihlestirmek’, to describe neighbourhoods in the process 
of becoming cleaner and ‘decent’ (Keyder 1999). Others have tried, 
‘kibarlaştırmak’, as neighbourhoods becoming ‘civilised’, with emphasis on 
the words ‘gentle’ or ‘refined’ (Eylem 2008). Likewise Uzun (2006) has 
tried ‘seçkinleştirmek’ (‘elitisation’) (Uzun 2006) and more critical ones 
used ‘soylulaştırmak’ (‘ennoblization’) (İslam 2006, Şen 2006).  The 
search for this translation should not be taken as a pure linguistic issue, 
as it is neither simply a Turkish translation, nor a nationalist sensitivity to 
using a Turkish word for an English concept. These different translations 
were linked to the researchers’ conceptual and political approaches to the 
issues at hand. Sometimes two researchers conducted separate research 
in the same streets and observed different gentrifiers, or made crude 
periodisations in different neighbourhoods, regardless of whether the 
changes could be considered to be gentrification or not.  Most research 
ignored the class-based nature of gentrification processes and apart from 
a few studies, everyday practices and interactions among different groups 
in gentrified neighbourhoods remains understudied.  This paper takes its 
motivation from these observations and discontent, and it aims to discuss 
the relevance of established analytical and methodological frameworks in 
gentrification research for the global South cities such as Istanbul.
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In this paper I show how mainstream gentrification research maintains its 
influence on research designs of gentrification research and how this 
cause class-blindness and challenges to research displacement 
processes. The paper aims to discuss how to deal with these challenges 
in gentrification research so as to understand the processes of displace-
ment and experiences of different groups, instead of studying only the 
experience of gentrifiers. The paper focuses on the following questions:
What is the impact of mainstream gentrification research on gentrification 
studies in Turkey? 
What are the conceptual problems and methodological difficulties in 
gentrification research in Turkey, which leads to class-blindness? 
How can we deal with these difficulties and disclose experiences of 
different groups to develop more critical perspectives?

 

Fran Tonkiss is Professor of Sociology, and Director of the Cities 
Programme. Her research and teaching is in the fields of urban and 
economic sociology. Her interests in urbanism include cities and social 
theory, urban development and design, urban inequalities, spatial divisions 
and public space. In economic sociology, her research focuses on 
markets, globalisation, trust and social capital. Publications in these fields 
include Space, the City and Social Theory (Polity, 2005), and Contempo-
rary Economic Sociology: Globalisation, Production, Inequality (Routledge, 
2006). She is the co-author of Market Society: Markets and Modern 
Social Theory (Polity, 2001, with Don Slater), and co-editor of Trust and 
Civil Society (Macmillan, 2000, with Andrew Passey). She is currently 
managing editor of Economy and Society; she was previously an editor of 
the British Journal of Sociology, and remains a member of the editorial 
board. Fran Tonkiss supervises doctoral students undertaking research on 
urban development, economic and spatial restructuring, public space, 
urban economies and governance. 

Hisham Ashkar is an architect, urban planner, cartographer, photogra-
pher and investigative researcher. He is currently pursuing a PhD candi-
date in urbanism at HafenCity Universität-Hamburg, Germany. His 
dissertation is centered on the changing nature of public space in associa-
tion with the gentrification process. Personal website: hishamashkar.com.

The prominent role of Public Authorities in initiating gentrification has 
been highlighted by a significant number of studies. It was even 
mentioned by Ruth Glass in her famous 1964 report, in which she coined 
the term gentrification. The intervention of Public Authorities can take 
various forms, from subsidies to piloting projects, but chief among them 
is the enactment -or the maintenance in place- of laws and regulations 
that can sustain and support gentrification. Moreover, these laws and 
regulations play a main role in shaping the development of gentrification, 
and thus they constitute a key element for understanding the different 
developments and natures of gentrification around the world. Within this 
context, my presentation will address gentrification in Beirut, through the 
angle of the joint effects of several laws, considered as the main norma-
tive mechanisms of the current urban renewal in the city. I will examine in 
brief some laws, such as the Law of Construction and the Law on 
Antiquities, however, the main focus will be on the Law on Rent. This 
Law, and since its latest promulgation in 1992, presents double stand-
ards and many inequalities. A situation that offered favorable conditions 
for the real-estate industry, in the process of space commodification, 
which in its turns led to gentrification. At the end, I will also discuss the 
latest amendment to the Law on the Rent, and I will try to assess its 
impacts on the dynamics of urban development in Beirut.

Fran TonkissBiography

Hicham Ashkar

The Normative Dimension behind Fostering and Shaping 
Gentrification: The Case of Lebanon's Law on Rent
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Mona Khechen is a part-time senior lecturer at the American University of 
Beirut (AUB), Department of Landscape Design and Ecosystem Manage-
ment (LDEM) and previously Department of Architecture and Design 
(ArD). She is a co-organizer of City Debates 2015 and director of the 
research component of the “Gentrification and Urban Change in Ras 
Beirut Project”, initiated by the AUB Neighborhood Initiative with support 
from the London School of Economics and the Ford Foundation. Mona’s 
expertise is in urban heritage and socio-economic development. She also 
offers urban planning and policy support to concerned municipal and 
central governments in addressing the challenges of post-war reconstruc-
tion and rapid urbanization, and formulating strategic planning frameworks 
and action plans.  She has worked in several countries (Lebanon, USA, 
Afghanistan, Syria, Jordan, Egypt and Tunisia) and with several interna-
tional agencies (Aga Khan Trust for Culture, the World Bank, 
UN-ESCWA, UNDP), academic institutions, private and public actors, 
community organizations and the non-profit sector. Mona’s professional 
work integrates the spatial, social, economic, cultural, and institutional 
dimensions of urban development and planning; and advocates socially 
inclusive and participatory interventions and responses. 
Her academic research interests include: urban transformations, cultural 
heritage and identity politics, and “alternative” tourism. She holds a 
Doctor of Design degree from the Graduate School of Design at Harvard 
University, Masters of Science in Development and Planning from the 
Development Planning Unit at University College London, and Bachelors 
of Architecture from AUB.

Initially a sparsely settled wilderness outside the city walls, Ras Beirut 
(Beirut’s headland) has long since become one of Beirut’s most prestig-
ious addresses and socially diverse districts. The urbanization history of 
the area is tightly interwoven with the establishment and expansion of the 
American University of Beirut on one of its hilly waterfront sites. Like the 
rest of Beirut however, Ras Beirut’s urban growth has been intercepted 
by many wars and conflicts. Demographic shifts and successive periods 
of investment and disinvestment of capital in the built environment have 
shaped and reshaped it physical image and social and economic life. In 
recent years, global capital flows, coupled with new building regulations 
that promote higher built-up densities, have tremendously valorized its 
properties and turned it – as with some other parts of Beirut – into a 
massive destruction and reconstruction site.
While much of Ras Beirut’s current processes of urban change can be 
associated with gentrification, I argue that a gentrification lens also 
obscures the complexity and plurality of area transformations and the 
existence of other – not urban renewal-induced – acts of property dispos-
session and population movements. I am particularly interested in under-
standing the area’s changing land ownership patterns and social milieu 
from the perspective of its “original” inhabitants. Primarily through focused 
interviews and a review of local histories and oral accounts, I interrogate 
the struggle of long-time residents and businesses against displacement 
and uprootedness. With reference to their stories, including the stories of 
some of those who left or about to leave the area, I illustrate the 
presence of intricate social and spatial mobilities that are not captured by 
western-centric gentrification paradigms. These mobilities, I contend, and 
their ensuing socio-spatial divisions and inequalities, largely stem from a 
country context fraught with social insecurities and highly susceptible to 
political manipulations and rivalries.

Mona KhechenBiography

Marieke Krijnen is a PhD-student at the Department of Conflict and 
Development Studies at Ghent University, Belgium, supervised by Prof. 
Christopher Parker and Prof. Sami Zemni. She obtained her master's 
degree in Middle East Studies from the American University of Beirut in 
2010 with a thesis titled 'Facilitating real estate development in Beirut: A 
peculiar case of neoliberal public policy', supervised by Prof. Mona 
Fawaz. After that, she worked at MAJAL Academic Urban Observatory, 
ALBA/University of Balamand under Serge Yazigi, on several projects 
including the collection of data on gentrification in Zokak el-Blat, a survey 
of listed heritage buildings and a project to map the creative industries in 
Mar Mikhael. Since October 2011, she has continued to study urban 
change in Beirut as a PhD-student in Belgium, focusing on the role of 
the state, the Lebanese diaspora and circulating ideas, capital and 
actors. Her doctoral dissertation investigates this process via several 
case studies: she assesses the usefulness and relevance of using the 
term 'neoliberal urbanism' to describe urban development in Beirut, 
through a study of Lebanon's unique history of laissez-faire capitalism, 
responds to the postcolonial challenge of Western urban theory by 
assessing this critique using case studies of gentrification from Beirut, 
and investigates the transnational making of place and the role of the 
Lebanese diaspora herein. She continuously seeks to unsettle reifica-
tions such as local-global and the notion of the state. Marieke has 
published in Built Environment and Jadaliyya about the strategies and 
practices of real estate developers in Beirut and the conflict between a 
municipality and a ministry surrounding Beirut's Sunday market. She also 
has a book chapter coming out in the edited volume Global gentrifica-
tions: Uneven development and displacement (editors: Loretta Lees, 
Hyun Bang Shin and Ernesto Lopez), appearing in January 2015 with 
Policy Press.

My talk will sketch the processes driving gentrification in Beirut and 
illustrate these with two case studies. First, I will look at the immense 
urban change witnessed in the Mar Mikhael quarter, where existing 
shops and residents have been replaced rapidly with pubs, restaurants, 
art galleries, designer boutiques and wealthier individuals, and older 
buildings have started to give way to new real estate projects. Second, I 
will discuss the different kind of urban redevelopment seen in Zokak 
el-Blat, where new buildings are replacing older ones as well but where 
cultural and commercial changes have not materialized. Instead, a 
different existing demographic that enjoys some political protection leads 
to a slower gentrification process that is limited mostly to the quarter's 
edges. These case studies point towards specific aspects of gentrifica-
tion processes in Beirut, such as the lenient legal framework afforded to 
developers wishing to evict residents and demolish their buildings, the 
Lebanese diaspora that is an investor in and buyer of real estate, and a 
major rent gap caused by rent controls, high exploitation ratios and the 
role of conflict in processes of displacement and speculation. These 
specifically Lebanese aspects are not always covered by gentrification 
theory produced in the West. The case of Beirut also shows just how 
much gentrification processes can diverge within a single city, with 
different networks of capital formation and visions of the urban future 
reflecting Lebanon’s history of confessional conflict and the various ways 
in which neighborhoods and social groups are linked to regional and 
global circuits of capital. Notwithstanding Lebanese specificities, the 
case studies demonstrate that the driving forces and results of gentrifica-
tion in Beirut are the same as elsewhere: the logic of the market is 
privileged in housing provision and lower- and middle-income groups are 
displaced and excluded from the city.

Marieke Krijnen

Capital, Culture and Conflict: 
Gentrification and Urban Change in Beirut
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Omar Abdulaziz Hallaj is a consultant on urban planning, 
development and local governance. He is a visiting assistant 
professor at the American University in Beirut. Formerly, he 
was the CEO of the Syria Trust for Development, and served 
on the boards of several NGO’s, and public commissions. His 
professional and research work relates institutional, financial 
and political frameworks to the production of built environ-
ment. In 2007, Mr. Hallaj was the recipient of the Aga Khan 
Award for Architecture as team leader of the Shibam Urban 
Development Project (GIZ).

Omar Abdulaziz 
HallajBiography

Bahar Sakızlıoğlu studied the impacts of urban renewal in Istanbul during 
her Masters study in Sociology at the Middle East Technical University, 
Turkey. She recently received her PhD in human geography from Urban 
and Regional Research Center at the University of Utrecht. Her PhD 
study entitled A comparative Look at the Residents' Displacement 
Experiences: The Cases of Amsterdam and Istanbul investigates and 
compares residents’ displacement experiences in disadvantaged neigh-
borhoods of Amsterdam and Istanbul through the analytical lens of 
accumulation by dispossession.  Among her main research interests are 
uneven urban development, displacement, gentrification, accumulation of 
dispossession, comparative urbanism, gender and social movements. 
She has written papers on politics of gentrification and displacement 
experiences of disadvantaged groups in restructuring neighborhoods.

Like in many other cities, public authorities in Istanbul engage in redevel-
opment or renewal of disadvantaged neighborhoods. While the aim is 
social, physical and economic upgrading of these neighborhoods, the 
result is often state-led gentrification and displacement of local residents. 
Despite the expanding geography of displacement and growing literature 
on state-led gentrification in Istanbul, we know little about how residents 
experience the process of displacement. This study investigates 
residents’ displacement experiences in Istanbul through the analytical 
lens of accumulation by dispossession. It has two main aims: 1) to 
explain how accumulation by dispossession works in the context of urban 
renewal in Istanbul; 

Bahar SakizliogluBiography
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Dr. Özlem Ünsal is an Istanbul based urban researcher working on 
neoliberal urban policies, grassroots resistance movements and rights to 
the city. She completed her thesis on a comparative analysis of neigh-
bourhood movements in two inner-city poverty and conservation zones of 
Istanbul –i.e. Sulukule and Tarlabaşı- undergoing state-led urban transfor-
mation at the City University of London, Department of Sociology. She 
still works on the transformative capacities of urban social movements 
and takes part in independent collaborative projects in architecture, 
planning and urban design. Her written works appeared in such monthly 
magazines and periodical journals as Betonart, Yeni Mimar, Express and 
Istanbul.

For the past decade –throughout which a series of new policies enabled 
the complete restructuration of housing markets, planning schemes and 
infrastructural operations- critical circles in Turkey have been relentlessly 
discussing and campaigning against the various destructive aspects of 
state-led urban transformation. Thousands have been displaced and 
dispossessed due to demolish and rebuild oriented renewal projects; vast 
patches of public land have been made available for the entrepreneurial 
projects of private capital; natural resources have fallen victim to 
infrastructural operations of immense scale, and heritage sites have been 
ruined either by the initiation of regeneration schemes within conserva-
tion zones, or the erection of high-rise towers in the skylines of historic 
city centres. Perhaps one positive consequence of these disparaging 
forces, however, has been the heightened mobilization of citizens around 
their rights to urban, natural and public resources. In parallel with and 
triggered by the developments mentioned above, we have been witness-
ing the emergence of countless civil initiatives and neighbourhood 
associations fighting against diverse issues that range from environmen-
tal threats to incidents of displacement and dispossession. Istanbul sets 
the main stage for these elements in play for it has long been the most 
dynamic urban centre of Turkey in social, cultural and economic terms. 
The aim of this talk is to shed light on the expanding and flourishing 
scene of civil mobilization against the forces of state-led urban transfor-
mation in Istanbul and argue that it is exactly these emergent constella-
tions that have contributed to the political climax of 2013 that have come 
to be known as Gezi protests.

Özlem Ünsal
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Mohamed Elshahed is an Art Histories and Aesthetic Practices fellow at 
the Berlin-based Forum for Transregional Studies. He recently completed 
his PhD at the Middle East Studies Department at New York University 
(NYU). His dissertation, “Revolutionary Modernism? Architecture and the 
Politics of Transition in Egypt, 1936-1967,” argues that 1950s urban 
and architectural development associated with Nasserism refashioned 
preexisting architectural production in the service of Egypt’s “necessary 
transitional authoritarianism.” Elshahed’s research has been supported by 
the Social Science Research Council and the American Research Center 
in Egypt. He also holds a MA in Architecture Studies from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology (MIT) and a Bachelor of Architecture from 
the New Jersey Institute of Technology. Elshahed is the founder and 
editor of the architecture and urbanism blog Cairobserver.com

In the context of central Cairo there are accumulated factors that beg for 
a reconsideration of how gentrification as a process may take different 
trajectories in the global south: high levels of vacancy, deteriorated public 
amenities and services, dynamic entrepreneurship of small and medium 
business that benefits from archaic laws such as old rent while maneuver-
ing around the corrupt municipal system, the emergence of artists as a 
form of resistance to the state’s hegemonic grip on art and culture and 
the injection of international (Gulf) capital investment aiming to transform 
districts as an alternative to the state’s neglectful urban management. 
There are multiple processes of urban transformation taking place in 
Cairo concurrently within different geographies and different economic 
spheres; some of these transformations carry some of the hallmarks of 
gentrification. However, these processes also depart in some ways from 
conventional gentrification as understood based on European and Ameri-
can experiences. In order to unpack what gentrification means in Cairo 
this presentation will highlight three particular urban sites in central Cairo 
where the potential for gentrification has been resisted by residents and 
activists: Ramlet Bulaq, Maspero Triangle, and downtown. In all three 
cases, the discourses of the “right to the city” and the “right to housing” 
have been deployed by activists as a strategy of resisting gentrification, 
on the one hand, and the state, on the other. In addition to identifying 
these sites of urban struggle and the actors involved, I will evaluate the 
effectiveness of the “right to the city” discourse as a form of resistance to 
gentrification in the Egyptian political context where basic rights have 
been systematically violated by the state.

Mohamed 
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The “Right to Housing” in Cairo: 
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Mona Serageldin is the Vice President of the Institute for International 
Urban Development. She taught as an Adjunct Professor of Urban 
Planning at the Harvard University Graduate School of Design from 1985 
to 2008. Dr. Serageldin has over 35 years of professional experience 
working in the Middle East and North Africa, Central Asia, Latin America 
and the Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Eastern Europe. Dr. Seragel-
din specializes in strategic planning, local development, social inclusion, 
and policy and program assessment. She has worked on: decentraliza-
tion; municipal finance of urban development; participatory urban planning 
and management; land regularization and infrastructure services; migra-
tion patterns and the impacts of remittances on land and housing 
markets; microcredit for housing and infrastructure; and revitalization of 
the historic urban fabric. Dr. Serageldin has worked on projects 
sponsored by UNDP, UN-HABITAT, the World Bank, the InterAmerican 
Development Bank, and various foundations. In 2003-2004 she served 
as a member of the Millennium Project Task Force on improving the lives 
of 100 million slum dwellers by 2020. Dr. Serageldin holds a Ph.D in City 
and Regional Planning from the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 
Harvard University, an M.C.P. from the Graduate School of Design, 
Harvard University, and a B.Sc. from the Faculty of Engineering, Cairo 
University.

Gentrification conjures images of the forced displacement, exclusion and 
marginalization of poorer segments of society. However it is important to 
distinguish between spatial segregation and social exclusion and between 
diversity and social mixity. This presentation focuses on Mashreq 
countries that share a similar historical, cultural and urban legacy, includ-
ing ethnic and religious diversity and that are today affected by violence, 
turmoil and civil unrest.
In labor sending countries, remittance-driven urbanization, formal and 
informal doubled land values every three years making access to land 
unaffordable to a growing segment among the middle classes. It acceler-
ated the proliferation and subsequent densification of informal segments 
and sharpened class differentiation within them. Except in cases of 
clearance and redevelopment, changes in urban areas, entail longer-term 
processes that start slowly, accelerate and reach a tipping point. Upgrad-
ing services creates opportunities for gentrification depending on site 
location. Government projects attempted to simultaneously prevent 
displacement and generate land based financing. 
Dealing with unprecedented numbers of internally displaced people 
(IDPs) and refugees is a major challenge. To the 1.5 million Palestinians 
displaced in successive conflicts with Israel, and the wars in Iraq and 
Syria have added over six million IDPs and two million refugees in 
Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey. IDPs have settled on the periphery of cities 
or found accommodations in neighborhoods housing people of similar 
ethnic n and religious background. In all countries civil unrest brought 
security to the forefront of priority concerns. High end suburban subdivi-
sions fragmented into clusters of gated communities. A resurgence of 
semi private spaces where admission is controlled by fees or rules 
increased social exclusion.
With security as a priority criterion conditioning locational choice, the 
fragmentation of cities into ethnic and religious enclaves and socially 
homogenous neighborhoods sharing few connections other than transpor-
tation links will present a major challenge in post conflict reconstruction.

Mona Serageldin

The Dynamics of Neighborhood Transformation Long Term 
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Ernesto López-Morales is Associate Professor in the University of Chile 
and PhD in Urban Planning from the Development Planning Unit, 
University College London. He is principal researcher in the CON-
TESTED CITIES international network where he focuses on gentrifica-
tion, neoliberal urbanism and housing in Chile and Ibero-American cities. 
He has recently authored an ebook named: Urbanismo proempresarial y 
destrucción creativa (Redalyc, 2013), co-authored a book named: Global 
gentrifications and comparative urbanisms (Polity Press, forthcoming), 
and co-edited two books named: Global gentrifications: Uneven develop-
ment and displacement (Policy Press, 2015), and Chile Urbano hacia el 
Siglo XXI (Editorial Universitaria, 2013). Other publications on the matter 
are: (2010) Real estate market, urban policy and entrepreneurial 
ideology in the ‘gentrification by ground rent dispossession’ of Santiago 
de Chile. 
Journal of Latin American Geography, 9(1), 145-173, (2011) Gentrifica-
tion by Ground Rent Dispossession: the Shadows Cast by Large Scale 
Urban Renewal in Santiago de Chile. International Journal of Urban and 
Regional Research, 35(2), 1-28, (2013) Insurgency and institutionalized 
social participation in local-level urban planning: The case of PAC 
comuna, Santiago de Chile, 2003-2005. In T. Samara, S. He & G. 
Chen (Eds.), Locating right to the city in the Global South: transnational 
urban governance and socio-spatial transformations (pp. 221-246): 
Routledge, and (2013) Gentrificación en Chile: aportes conceptuales y 
evidencias para una discusión necesaria. Revista de Geografía Norte 
Grande (56), 31-52.

Even the most critical narratives of gentrification exported from the 
Global North often reduce its causes as motivated by the gentrifiers’ 
ideal of low-rise blocks, mixed-uses, local character, gourmet cuisine, 
sympathy for the revitalization of derelict buildings (but not their 
occupants), etc.; in sum, a highly popularized agency-led sovereignty to 
transform the neighborhoods according to their economic power and 
tastes. Although authors tend to similarly see gentrification in Latin 
America as a class-motivated, everyday construction of segregation, they 
also see it differently, more decisively aimed by the state and the 
dominant real estate corporate powers in search for landed profit and 
space for middle-class reproduction. Drawing on several study cases and 
recent literature, I argue there are not one, but several Latin American 
‘gentrifications’, namely complex interplays between state-provided 
‘spatial capital’ (i.e. new/increased access to transportation from 
thousands of urban hectares hitherto left unattended by the state and the 
market, now accessible) and class-monopoly extraction of ground rent 
from low-income environments, a rent that soon is ‘switched’ into global 
circuits of financial capital. Latin American gentrifications are also 
decisively triggered by urban-entrepreneurial up-zoning and ‘pacification’ 
laws, controlled by municipal authorities; and this is generating particular 
forms of social stratification, not just in traditionally lower-
income/informal neighborhoods, but in the whole metropolitan spaces, 
vis-à-vis the conflictive appropriation of symbolic and material spaces by 
the incoming users. And as Loretta Lees (2012) rightly notices, strate-
gies to counterweight gentrification seem both more radical and politically 
effective in Latin America. In this talk I show how scale, finance, and role 
of state are powerful structural forces in Latin American gentrifications, 
and discuss how the ‘generic nature’ of gentrification (Clark, 2015) is 
part of a neoliberal repertoire of social polarization and profit-seeking 
radical transformation of the cities.

Ernesto López-
Morales

The Several ‘Gentrifications’ in Latin America

Tolga Islam is working as an associate professor in the Urban Planning 
Department of Yildiz Technical University. As a researcher, he has been 
working on gentrification and urban transformation for the past 10 years, 
mainly focusing on the gentrification processes taking place in Istanbul. 
He has co-edited the book "Istanbul'da Soylulaştırma" [Gentrification in 
Istanbul] and written several articles on classical and state-led gentrifica-
tion processes in Istanbul. www.tolgaislam.com

Until recently, gentrification had mostly been taking place in Istanbul in its 
classical sense, as a housing rehabilitation or restoration process in the 
historic lower income neighborhoods, undertaken by the incoming groups, 
namely the cultural middle classes, that have a higher status than the 
original residents. Since the early 2000s, this picture started to change, 
gentrification has been triggered and shaped more and more by top-down 
policies. After giving a brief review of changing phase of gentrification in 
Istanbul in the course of more than thirty years and evaluating the applica-
bility of gentrification theories developed in the global North to the context 
of Istanbul, this presentation will focus on the recent (post-2005) state-
sponsored gentrification wave in the city. It will discuss the role of state in 
triggering gentrification together with anti-gentrification resistance move-
ments that had emerged as a response to the implementation processes 
of these policies.

Tolga Islam
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Yahia Shawkat is co-founder of 10 Tooba, a nascent think and do tank 
based in Cairo that aims to work on participatory urban upgrading and 
produce knowledge on the built environment from a social justice 
perspective. Yahia was Housing and Land Rights Officer at the Egyptian 
Initiative for Personal Rights over the past two years, where he 
conducted research and coordinated field teams and litigators engaging 
in both direct and strategic litigation. His research focused on housing 
policy releasing a number of policy notes and an in-depth report. Yahia 
also identified patterns in development-based forced eviction for the 
purposes of litigation, where government agencies have regularly 
exploited the wide-spread lack of clear legal tenure in poorer communi-
ties. The third aspect of his work focused on Egypt's phenomena of 
building collapses, where he was able to build the first data-base on 
collapses with two years' worth of data, presented in an interactive data 
visualisation – in partnership with Tactical Tech. In 2012, Yahia set up 
the Right to Housing Initiative, which chronicled the residents of a 
number of deprived communities in Egypt through ten short documenta-
ries focusing on self-building, forced eviction and infrastructure. The 
initiative also produced the infographic book; Social Justice and the Built 
environment | A Map of Egypt (Ar), which analysed and re-read data and 
statistics on key issues such as resource distribution, budgets and the 
state of housing. This work formed an extension of his blog Shadow 
Ministry of Housing, which up till then had only engaged with issues on 
the built environment in the virtual realm. Yahia has also consulted for the 
watchdog, BIC as well as for the Department of Politics and International 
Studies at SOAS. Yahia Shawkat is a trained architect and planner and 
holds a BSc in Architecture from Cairo University.

In the ambiguous legislative climate synonymous with authoritarianism, 
the Mubarak regime pushed the commodification of public land 
earmarked for urban development, driving up the prices in some places 
16 fold over the last decade alone. While the dubious allocation of vacant 
desert plots to local and foreign investor-speculators has been well in the 
spot light, the exploitation of this boom by a plethora of government and 
quasi-government agencies that own or administer occupied public land 
has received little attention. 
Cash hungry ministries, public sector companies and local governments 
have been allowed by law and encouraged by international financial 
institutions to “maximise” their assets; namely commodifying the 
so-called private state land under their jurisdiction. 

Yahia Shawkat
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While a portion of this land is vacant or occupied by non-residential uses 
that are shut down or relocated to less prime locations, the other portion 
is home to thousands of families with varying degrees of legitimate 
tenure. For the latter, compulsory purchase orders, sequestration 
decrees and even the falsifying of contracts have been used to evict the 
residents and use the land for investment purposes.
This presentation argues that the one-sided writing of land policy meant 
the effective targeting of these vulnerable communities, forcefully evicting 
them in the shadow of seemingly social motives like “upgrading unsafe 
areas”, the blatant term of “urban beautification”, or simply labeling the 
residents as “usurpers” and “squatters”, allowing government agencies to 
capitalise on the market value of the land, which ironically was the only 
affordable haven for these communities.

Mona Harb is Associate Professor of Urban Studies and Politics at the 
American University of Beirut. She received her PhD in Political Science 
in 2005 from the Institut d'Etudes Politiques in Aix-en-Provence 
(France). She is the author of Le Hezbollah à Beyrouth (1985-2005): de 
la banlieue à la ville (Karthala-IFPO, 2010), co-author with Lara Deeb of 
Leisurely Islam: Negotiating Geography and Morality in Shi'ite South 
Beirut (Princeton University Press, 2013—winner of the 2015 BKFS 
first prize), and co-editor with Sami Atallah of Local Governments and 
Public Goods: Assessing Decentralization in the Arab World (forthcoming 
with LCPS, 2015). Her ongoing research investigates policy mobilities 
and city strategies, as well as public space practices and urban politics. 
Harb is the recipient of grants from the LSE, EU-FP7, Wenner-Gren, 
ACLS, and the Middle-East Awards. She serves on the editorial boards 
of IJURR and CSSAME, and is a trustee of the Arab Council of Social 
Sciences. She is the founder and co-editor of the Cities Page on Jadali-
yya e-zine. She has provided professional advice on urban development 
issues for many international organizations (ESCWA, WB, EU, UNDP). 
http://aub.academia.edu/MonaHarb

Khaldun Bshara is a conservation architect and anthropologist. He is 
currently the co-director of RIWAQ where he has been working since 
1994. He got his BA in Architectural Engineering from Birzeit University 
(1996), and MA in Conservation of Historic Towns and Buildings from 
the Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium (2000). In 2007, on a 
Fulbright scholarship, Bshara joined the graduate program of social and 
cultural anthropology at the University of California, Irvine, where he 
obtained his MA in anthropology in 2009, and his PhD in 2012. Bshara 
carried out many architectural design and restoration projects in Pales-
tine. In addition, he is the editor of RIWAQ’s Monograph Series on 
Architectural History of Palestine (2010-present), and the author and 
co-author of number of books and articles, including Restoration and 
Rehabilitation in Palestine: Hosh el Etem in the Historic Centre of Birzeit 
(2013 English and French). “Heritage in Palestine: Colonial Legacy in 
Postcolonial Discourse” in Archaeologies: Journal of the World Archaeo-
logical Congress 9(2): 295-319 (2013). Tashgheel-Job Creation through 
Restoration 2001-2011 (English 2011), RIWAQ’s Guidelines for Mainte-
nance and Restoration of Historic Buildings in Palestine (Arabic 2005), 
and Ramallah, Architecture and History (Arabic 2002).

Cities in Palestine pose serious dilemma to the gentrification as we 
understand the term in social and spatial studies. In this contribution, I 
argue that inherent to Palestinian spatial and political conditions a fluid 
spatial imaginary that hinders the possibility of gentrification. In addition, I 
argue that gentrification in Palestine cities is turning towards groupings, 
activities, and events in certain loci, rather than certain neighborhoods or 
streets. These (new) groupings and activities are the new gentrification of 
Palestine, and express a multitude of differentiations and divisions that 
take place among the Palestinian community including: class, gender, 
political parties, sport alliance. Instead of having space at the very core of 
gentrification, space has become the recipient of gentrified bodies, a 
trend that echoes the transfer of power from territorial entities to the 
human subjects in neo-liberal Palestine.  Since the loci of power is 
mobile and cannot be territorialized as hegemonic structures (including 
the national and the colonial) would seek, gentrification becomes fluid 
and de-territorialized and therefore can be understood as a mode of 
expression whence space does not allow for such expression.  For 
example, al Massioun neighborhood in Ramallah relies on the users, 
albeit from different class, to sustain and speculate about the value of the 
neighborhood as space. This relation is not sustainable and conditioned 
by the macro-socio-economic-political factors.
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Aziza ChaouniBiography

Wael Fahmi was trained as an architect at Cairo University and received 
his PhD in Planning and Landscape from the University of Manchester 
(United Kingdom). He teaches Architecture Design and Urban Conserva-
tion of Historic Districts as a Professor at the Architecture Department- 
Helwan University in Cairo. Through his studio Urban Design Experimen-
tal Research Studio (UDERS) he explores deconstructive experimenta-
tion within urban space, post-modern spatiality and representation of city 
imaging employing narratives, digital photo imaging, video stills and 
architectural diagrams. As a visiting academic at the University of 
Manchester, he has conducted joint research on Cairo’s urban growth 
problems and housing crisis (published in Cities). Further research 
focuses on the rehabilitation of historic Cairo (published in Habitat 
International and International Development Planning Review), the 
cemetery informal settlements (published in journal Arab World Geogra-
pher), and garbage collectors community (Environment and Urbanization 
and Habitat International). Recent publications include street movements 
within Cairo’s public spaces (Environment and Urbanization) and 19th 
century and early 20th century contested European Quarter and architec-
tural heritage (International Development Planning Review). He has 
published four books and co-authored another two books focusing on 
Greater Cairo’s urban issues. He acts as a reviewer and editorial board 
member of a number of architecture and planning journals. He is a 
fellow of the Royal Geographical Society in London and member of the 
International Society for City and Regional Planners (the Hague). He 
was listed in international biographical dictionaries (the Marquis Who's 
Who in the World for the last four years and the International Biographi-
cal Centre).

The presentation examines the contested nature of historic public 
spaces within Cairo's bazaar and cemeteries (Cities of the Dead) 
between official gentrification policies and local people's responses to 
eviction threats. On the one hand this will be explored in relation to the 
official branding of the historic district as sanitized gentrified conservation 
area (heritage site and open museum) thus seeking increased control 
over public space with restricted access and various forms of privatiza-
tion (adaptive reuse of historic monuments). On the other hand the study 
will investigate local people's right to the city as they claim and appropri-
ate their public spaces for various informal socio- cultural and economic 
community activities (local cafés, folklore events, street vendors and 
markets in the bazaar, and tombs squatting in the cemeteries), whilst 
being confronted with compulsory eviction to the suburban eastern 
desert of Kattamiya (New Cairo City). Combining information from 
interviews with primary stakeholders, local residents, shop owners and 
street vendors in the bazaar and squatter tomb dwellers within Bab 
al-Nasr northern cemeteries (Cities of the Dead), and with secondary 
stakeholders, NGO activists and urban planners, the presentation 
unravels the on-going struggle between advocates of local communities’ 
spatial needs and official imagineering over the use of inner city areas 
for tourism related development. The findings showed that official 
rehabilitation has favored more technical aspects of restoration of 
historic buildings and gentrification interventions leading to the disneyfica-
tion (museumification) of the area, rather than enhancing its historic 
authenticity and socio-cultural and economic significance.  The study 
proposes future scenarios regarding the historic city as multi-functional 
spatial layers in the context of post 2011 uprising, whilst advocating 
sustainable heritage management to safeguard Cairo’s historic districts. 
The integration of everyday community activities with new commercial 
uses and tourist functions will perpetuate the built environment heritage 
whilst involving grass-root cooperation between various stakeholder 
groups, thus consolidating bottom up urban governance.

Gentrified Heritage and the Right to Historic Cairo's 
Contested Bazaar and Cities of the Dead
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Ms. Alamuddin started her practice in Lebanon in 1999. The practice, 
Almimariya, Architects and Designers for Sustainable Development, 
works on architectural, urban design and landscape projects within the 
perimeters of sustainable development and energy efficient construction. 
She has projects built in Lebanon, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 
(www.almimariya.com) Ms. Alamuddin served as a technical reviewer for 
the Aga Khan Award for Architecture for three consecutive cycles. 
(1998, 2001, 2004) As a member of the executive committee of the 
Association Pour la Protection des Sites et Anciennes Demeurs Liban 
(APSAD) from 1999 to 2008, she worked on several heritage preserva-
tion projects in Lebanon and published several articles on the built 
environment. Ms. Alamuddin is a senior lecturer at American University 
of Beirut where she teaches architectural and urban design courses. She 
was elected to the board of the Lebanon Green Building Council in 
2014. Ms. Alamuddin is a LEED Accredited Professional in Neighbor-
hood Design.

Hana Alamuddin

Xavier Casanova is an architect and engineering who also graduated in 
archaeology. Professor at Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya (UPC 
Tech), he is in charge of architectural, urban and environmental rehabilita-
tion within the Col-legi d’Aparelladors Arquitectes Tecnics i Enginyers 
d’Edificacio de Barcelona. President of REHABIMED, he is an expert for 
European Council, UNESCO and UNDP, member of ICOMOS and of 
the Board of GBCe (Green Building Council°. He has a long experience 
in building rehabilitation, restoration, urban regeneration and cultural 
heritage development. As an international senior expert, he is working 
mainly in MENA countries such as Morocco, Mauritania, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Egypt, Palestine, Syria or Lebanon in the Mediterranean area, but also in 
the Ibeaoamerican region, such as in Cuba, Mexico, Nicaragua or 
Bolivia. He teaches and lectures on rehabilitation and is the author of 
many studies and publications on the subject.

After the Spanish Civil War, Barcelona experienced a strong industrial 
development, absorbed a large migration wave from all Spanish regions, 
but was marginalized in terms of urban development. Once the democ-
racy was established, Barcelona began its urban renewal by taking 
advantage of the momentum which allowed the organization of the 1992 
Olympic Games. Then both the historic centre and the suburbs become 
the attractive modern city of today. Such a careful and sensitive transfor-
mation entailed sacrifices and resignation of the citizens. Gentrification 
was not a critical issue at the beginning, with a good balance between 
heritage preservation, new construction and respect for the local inhabit-
ants. Unfortunately, the gentrification gradually gained strength with the 
tourism pressure to the point that a popular revolt happened last summer 
in Barcelona (a fishermen neighbourhood), in order to protest against the 
incompatibility between tourism activities and the inhabitants’ life. As a 
result, the Municipality is currently rethinking the city's tourism policy with 
the cooperation of private developers.

Xavier Casanova

Barcelona, from Successful Urban Design to Gentrification

Eric Huybrechts, senior architect and urban/regional planner, is in charge 
of the international affairs of the Regional planning agency of Paris/Ile-
de-France (www.iau-idf), representative of this agency as Lead partner 
of the World urban campaign (UN-Habitat), associated professor at the 
Institut français d’urbanisme of Paris-East university, member of the 
Scientific council of Labex Dynamite. He was also the former director of 
Cermoc (now IFPO). His experience is covering several scales from 
projects on urban heritage (Balat and Fener rehabilitation project on the 
Golden horn in Istanbul, or North Gamalia project in Cairo old town) to 
land use regulation in Tripoli-Libya city center or Greater Mumbai develop-
ment plan revision, towards metropolitan planning (Phnom Penh-
Cambodia, Greater Algiers master plan, Rio de Janeiro metropolitan 
development) and regional planning (Ethiopia urban scheme, Bangalore-
Mumbai economic development corridor, Damascus regional plan).

Several experiences are applied in many cities to deal with the gentrifica-
tion effects as a way to make cities more attractive or as a negative trend 
for solidarity and social mix. Except in neoliberal contexts were gentrifica-
tion could be a priority to increase land prices, large urban development 
projects in rich countries are frequently using a range of tools to ensure 
social mix that is considered as a sustainable goal. In developing and 
transition countries, with less financial capacities, several ways are used 
to mitigate gentrification effects. Tools are diverse and related to specific 
stakes of each city: slums rehabilitation projects in pericentral areas; land 
sharing on slums in city core of large cities; rehabilitation of decayed 
historical precincts; on-site relocation in the city centers, etc. 
This presentation will address key points based on several examples 
taken in Paris, Greater Mumbai, Tripoli-Libya, Phnom Penh, Istanbul and 
Addis Ababa, to present different ways of gentrification mitigation 
through urban projects and land use regulation in context of quick urban 
changes after wars or economic crisis. The relation between urban 
project and gentrification will be discussed. Their relation is linked with 
the specificity of the political economy of each city and country, the 
existing laws, institutions, governance and participatory process that are 
keys to understand the conditions for gentrification mitigation and regula-
tion.

Gentrification Mitigations and Gentrification Driven by the Poor

Eric Huybrechts

Serge Yazigi is a Regional Consultant in sustainable development and 
has acquired experience working in the Mashreq Countries.  In 2007, he 
founded Majal, the Academic Urban Observatory (ALBA/UOB), which he 
presides. He has provided Technical Assistance to several Local Authori-
ties in the elaboration of sustainable development plans. Moreover, he 
has coordinated projects aimed at facilitating research in planning related 
topics and is also in charge of courses related to History and Theory in 
Planning at ALBA University.

Due to their history and geographical location, the neighbourhoods of 
Mar Mikael and Zokak el Blat, are currently facing important challenges 
regarding the preservations of their built and social fabrics. In order to 
address the issue of gentrification in such neighbourhoods, one needs to 
reflect on several measures, inspired by actions in other cities facing 
similar phenomena. The first step to consider is conducting an assess-
ment, as such a mapping provides a baseline of information that can be 
monitored and analysed, in order to envisage solutions adapted to local 
context. In parallel to this, four major categories of actions can help to 
stabilize a gentrifying process. Put together, they form the basis for an 
anti-displacement strategy. The first two “containment measures” meas-
ures: stabilise existing tenants and preserve the built fabric. They aim at 
preserving the social and built fabric and decelerate the destructive pace 
of gentrification. The two following measures consist of enhancing the 
quality of life in the neighbourhood and structuring the mobilisation of the 
society. A more “pro-active approach”, they could be considered as 
accompanying measures to the previous ones. The presentation will also 
develop the extent to which this “wish-list” could be effectively imple-
mented within the socio-political context of such neighbourhoods. A 
special focus will be given to already existing mechanisms (should they 
be planned measures or prevailing dynamics) that are currently contribut-
ing to resisting to gentrification processes.  Eventually, there is a need for 
“creative measures” that do not necessarily depends on substantial 
alterations of existing legal and administrative frameworks, but rather on 
initiatives that could be in synergy with existing dynamics, including those 
of the private sector.

Serge Yazigi

Strategies to Respond to Gentrification. Case Studies: 
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Caecilia Pieri is the Head of the Urban Observatory at the French 
Institute of the Near-East (IFPO), Beirut, where she brings a compara-
tive approach to the field of modern urban history and urban anthropol-
ogy in Mediterranean and Middle Eastern areas.  She received her PhD 
at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, on the 
subject of the modernization of Baghdad, where she has been conduct-
ing fieldwork since 2003. She is particularly concerned with cities in 
conflict, and the use of heritage as a social marker and tool for politics, 
and is the leading coordinator of a new research program within Ifpo 
(2015-2017) about "Heritage at war in the Mediterranean region", with 
partnerships in Lebanon, Algeria, Egypt, Turkey, Bosnia and Italy. 
Member of ICOMOS- International and of DOCOMOMO-Lebanon, she 
is also an expert within the UNESCO (World Heritage) steering commit-
tee for the safeguard of urban and architectural modern heritage in the 
Arab World. Among her publications as an author or scientific editor: 
Baghdad Arts Deco, 1920-1950 (American University of Cairo Press, 
2011), The Le Corbusier Gymnasium in Baghdad (co-authored with 
Mina Marefat and Gilles Ragot), and a forthcoming book based on her 
PhD: Baghdad. La construction d’une capitale moderne, 1914-1960 
(2015,  Presses de l’Ifpo).

Caecilia Pieri 

Peter Marcuse, a planner and lawyer, is Professor Emeritus of Urban 
Planning at Columbia University in New York City. He has a J.D. from 
Yale Law School, and a Ph. D in planning from the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley. He practiced law in Waterbury, CT, for twenty years, 
specializing in labor and civil rights law, and was majority leader of its 
Board of Aldermen, chaired its anti-poverty agency, and was a member 
of its City Planning commission. . He was thereafter Professor of Urban 
Planning at UCLA, and President of the Los Angeles Planning Commis-
sion and member of Community Board 9M in New York City... His fields 
of research include city planning, housing, the use of public space, the 
right to the city, social justice in the city, globalization, and urban history, 
with some focus New York City. He has taught in both West and East 
Germany, Australia, the Union of South Africa, Canada, Austria, Spain, 
Canada, and Brazil, and written extensively in both professional journals 
and the popular press. His most recent publication is Peter Marcuse, ed., 
with Neil Brenner and Margit Mayer, Cities For People, Not For Profit: 
Critical Urban Theory And The Right To The City, London: Routledge, 
2011. He also has a blog on critical planning at 
pmarcuse.wordpress.com. His current projects include a historically-
grounded political history of urban planning, the formulation of a theory of 
critical planning, including the attempt to make critical urban theory 
useful to the U.S. Right to the City Alliance, and an analysis and propos-
als to deal with the subprime mortgage foreclosure crisis in the United 
States.

Cynthia Myntti is Professor of Public Health Practice at the American 
University of Beirut (AUB). She earned her doctorate in social anthropol-
ogy from the London School of Economics (1983), and has graduate 
degrees from AUB (MA, 1974), Johns Hopkins University (MPH, 1986) 
and Yale University (M Arch 2004). Cynthia worked as a program officer 
for the Ford Foundation in Cairo and Jakarta, and has held university 
teaching positions in London, Minneapolis, Sanaa and Beirut. She is the 
author of “Paris along the Nile: Architecture in Cairo from the Belle 
Epoque” (American University in Cairo Press) and numerous scholarly 
articles on women’s and children’s health, and university-community 
partnerships. Since 2006, Cynthia has directed the Neighborhood 
Initiative at AUB. The Neighborhood Initiative mobilizes faculty, staff and 
students of AUB to apply their knowledge to solving the problems of the 
university’s Ras Beirut neighbors. Current projects fall under three 
themes:  the Urban Environment; Community and Well-Being; Neighbor-
hood Diversity.

Peter Marcuse
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The Re-Making of Ras Beirut: 
Gentrification and the Politics of Mobility

Abstract

Bruno Marot is a PhD candidate in urban planning, policy, and design at 
McGill University in Montreal, Canada. He holds a BA from Paris-
Sorbonne University and two masters degrees in city planning and 
regional development from the Institut d’Urbanisme de Paris and the 
Institut d’Études Politiques de Paris, France. He is also a graduate 
research fellow at the Institut Français du Proche Orient in Beirut, 
Lebanon. His doctoral research investigates the political economy of 
urban transformations in Eastern Mediterranean cities by looking at the 
way property-led restructuring is governed in Beirut, Lebanon. More 
generally, Bruno’s research interests include issues tied to housing 
provision and land management in contested urban environments, 
metropolitan and regional public policy, urban regeneration, and urban 
governance.

Bruno Marot

Governing Post-2000s Urban Restructuring in Beirut:
When Class Interests Override Sectarian Divisions

Biography

Abstract

“Beirut in times of peace has been more disfigured and destroyed than 
in times of war”.  This view, held by local activists protesting urban 
redevelopment outside the city center, shows the extent and the way 
the Lebanese capital has been reshaped over the past 20 years. 
Though this process has received less attention than the post-war 
megaproject of downtown reconstruction (Solidere), it has resulted in 
far-reaching spatial and socio-economic transformations in Greater 
Beirut. It also went along with the evolution of the power structure and 
practice governing the making of the city. In conflict contexts such as 
Lebanon, the urban development and housing provision literature as 
well as local city builders generally depict the state as 'failed.’ Yet, this 
paper hopes to contribute to an emerging body of scholarship exploring 
how public authorities are actually a key player in constructing property 
supply and demand in post-1990s Beirut. In so doing, this research 
draws upon an analytical framework inspired by urban political economy 
and by Pierre Bourdieu’s seminal work on the social construction of the 
housing market to examine how entrepreneurial elites take over state 
prerogatives to organize and incentivize property-led (re)development. It 
specifically investigates the way in which a transectarian coalition of 
rent-seeking agents uses, alongside the action of the Central Bank, the 
control of the law-making process as a major resource to pursue a 
growth-oriented agenda, which relies on the intensification of land use 
and on the further commodification and financialization of city-making. 
Findings are based on two case studies —the 2014 Reform of Rent 
Control and the 2014 Bill on Green Buildings — and unravel the 
strategies through which private individuals and groups as well as public 
figures and institutions operate to advance their interests. From a more 
theoretical perspective, this research also questions the issue of urban 
power and highlights how class interests intersect with political-
sectarian divisions in the politics of production at play. In so doing, it 
hopes to shed light on how urban change is governed in contested 
cities open to global competition and how the case of Beirut exemplifies 
the way structural and agential factors interact in such specific settings 
of urban production.
This contribution is part of a larger doctoral research exploring the major 
mechanisms and agents of the “development regime” (Stone, 1993) 
behind the massive provision of upmarket residential units and the 
development of rent-to-own programs characterizing the evolution of 
the property market in post-1990s Beirut. 
Stone, C. (1993). Urban regimes and the Capacity to Govern: A 
Political Economy Approach. Journal of Urban Affairs, 15(1), 1-28.
 

2) to compare displacement experiences of different groups of residents 
(based on ethnicity, class, tenure, gender) on the basis of evidence from 
its case study of displacement process in Tarlabaşı, Istanbul. The data is 
collected using a combination of three qualitative methods: in-depth 
interviews, participant observation and document analysis. The findings of 
the study show that a spiral of neighborhood decline, uncertainty, anxious 
waiting, pressures of authorities and landlords signified the long process 
of living under the threat of displacement in Tarlabaşı. Lower-class, 
mostly Kurdish, residents are severely dispossessed as the result of the 
displacement, which is characterized as direct and discretionary. 
Residents, however, developed a number of strategies -both at house-
hold and collective levels- to cope with the negative effects of this 
process.

Khaled Abdelhalim graduated as an architect/planners from Cairo Univer-
sity in 1990, received M.A. in Architecture Housing Studies from the 
University of Newcastle, UK in 1995, and Ph.D. in housing policy, 
planning and practice from the University of Central England in Birming-
ham, UK in 2003. He worked more than six years for German Technical 
Cooperation (GIZ-Egypt) in participatory upgrading of informal areas, 
combining practice in a pilot area with policy advice to a number of 
ministries and conceptural development of participatory tools. He also 
worked as a consultant to UN Habitat for strategic planning of governo-
rates in Egypt and contributed to a number of Habitat regional reports. 

Khaled 
AbdelhalimBiography

Dr. Abdelhalim has been the director of the Local Development Observa-
tory at the Local Administration Reform Unit; a UNDP program supporting 
the Ministry of Local Development on decentralization, local development 
and governance reforms. He is now the program dirctor. Dr. Abdelhalim 
has also been a lecturer at the Department of Architecture at Helwan 
University, and regularly lectures at other Egyptian universities. He is 
currently a visiting assistant professor of urban policy at AUC, the Public 
Policy and Administration Department, the School of Global Affairs and 
Public Policy. He is also a founding member of the Egyptian Earth 
Construction Association since 1996; NGO that promotes appropriate 
building technologies and sustainable development, and recently a 
co-founder of TAKAMOL; a foundation for integrated development. Dr. 
Abdelhalim has publications, studies and a combination of research and 
practice interests in the fields of informal areas, participation and local 
governance.

Aziza Chaouni is the founding principal of Aziza Chaouni Projects (ACP), 
based in Fez, Morocco and Toronto, Canada. She is also an assistant 
professor at the John H. Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape, 
and Design at the University of Toronto. Chaouni also directs the 
research platform Design Ecological Tourism (DET) at Daniels. DET 
Projects have won several awards in 2012 including the ACSA Collabora-
tive Award and a Progressive Architecture (P/A) Award Citation. She 
holds a Masters of Architecture with distinction from the Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Design and a Bachelor of Science with Honors in Civil 
Engineering from Columbia University. Aziza’s personal research and 
teaching are focused both on developing world design issues and on 
methodologies to integrate architecture and landscape, particularly 
through investigating the potential of green technologies in arid climates. 
Aziza is the author of Ecotourism, Nature Conservation and Develop-
ment: Re-Imagining Jordan's Shobak Arid Region, and the co-author 
with Liat Margolis of Out of Water, Design Solutions for Arid Climates. 
Both Aziza's former office, Bureau E.A.S.T., and her firm Aziza Chaouni 
Projects have been recognized with top awards for both the Global and 
Regional Africa and the Middle East competition from the Holcim Founda-
tion for Sustainable Construction; the Architectural League of New York 
Young Architects Award; Environmental Design Research Association 
Great Places Award; the American Society of Landscape Architects 
Design Awards; and other professional design awards and prizes. 
Chaouni's work has been published and exhibited internationally, includ-
ing the International Architecture Biennale in Rotterdam; INDEX:Design 
to Improve Life in Copenhagen; the United Nations Human Settlements 
Program (UN HABITAT) World Urban Forum; The Venice Biennale; the 
Institut du Monde Arabe in Paris and the Louisiana Museum of Modern 
Art in Copenhagen.

When faced with the uniquely preserved urban fabric of the medina of 
Fez and its continuously bustling life, one is easily lured by its timeless-
ness and tends to overlook one of the major characteristics of this walled 
medieval city: its continuous mutability.
This characteristic is even harder to perceive due to the fact that it is 
challenged by two dominant discourses. On one hand, government and 
preservation agencies’ inflated narratives represent the medina of Fez as 
the cradle of Morocco’s civilization; on the other the tourist industry 
promotes an orientalist nostalgia that depicts the medina as a fossilized 
urban artifact, unchanged since times immemorial. Such framing of the 
Medina of Fez is problematic, as it voids the unique resilience of its urban 
form, which was able to accommodate drastic changes while retaining its 
structuring DNA.
Today, this resilience is challenged by the gentrification of several urban 
typologies of the medina of Fez including public spaces, mainly caused 
by the demands of tourism and political agendas subsequent to the Arab 
Spring. Through the case study of the Fez River Rehabilitation project 
that uncovered parts of a polluted river, this lecture will analyze the 
relationship between resilience and gentrification in a North African 
medieval city in mutation.

A River Runs through It: The Transformations and Tribulations 
of the Fez River and its Rehabilitation Project

Abstract

[ Following the order of the programme ]


